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Preface
Greetings in the name of
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

As a USAF retired
systems engineer turned
Baptist Preacher of the
Gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and armed with a
staunch belief in the
preserved accuracy of the
inspired Scriptures, I
praise the Lord that he
has provided me the  unique opportunity to assemble “A Systematic 
Theology for the 21st Century.”

As a systems engineer for thirty years (since 1972), I focused on 
systems analysis. Systematic theology has intrigued me ever since my 
first Bible institute course in 1975. I have amassed multiple systematic
theology books and never found one that is wholly Biblical. In 2013 
my seminary work at Louisiana Baptist Theological Seminary, under 
Dr. Steven Pettey, assigned me to read and analyze six volumes of 
“Systematic Theology” by Lewis Sperry Chafer, the founder and 
previous president of Dallas Theological Seminary. Initial critique of 
this neo-evangelical's voluminous, wordy, often unorganized work, 
answered the question, “Is there not a cause?” A Systematic Theology 
for the 21st Century is indeed a valid need. It cried out to be written 
and it was a work that I was privileged to endeavor. 

God says he built man with an inner knowledge of the Creator's 
eternal power and Godhead. Further, God reveals from heaven, to 
every man, his wrath against all ungodliness. This true Light “lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world.” The Bible says the righteous 
God, The LORD of hosts, tries the reins and the heart of every man. 
The prophet Jeremiah writes of God, “I the LORD search the heart, I 
try the reins, even to give every man according to his ways, and 
according to the fruit of his doings.” The psalmist says, “my reins also 
instruct me in the night seasons.” With his tugs on the reins of your 
heart, you have come far in your studies, be sure that you have come to
a knowledge and submissive acceptance of God's only begotten Son, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. The beloved Apostle John wrote, “And many 

viii  21cent_vol12Epilogue.odt revised 07/12/22



other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are 
not written in this book:  But these are written, that ye might believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might 
have life through his name.” 

Every Bible student is encouraged to follow through a list of Bible
verses called by some the Romans road to heaven. The believing Bible
student is encouraged to memorize them. That quintessential list of 
verses is John 3:16-19, 36, 5:24, Romans 3:10, 23, 5:8, 12, 18-19, 
6:23, and 10:9-13. That last reference is God's formal acceptance 
policy for your receiving his free gift of salvation and eternal life. Got 
life? The beloved Apostle John writes, “He that hath the Son hath life;
and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.” Selah! It is Hebrew 
for “go-figure”, and it intends that you pause, meditate, and consider 
what you just read. 

After due consideration of the sole source of a systematic 
theology in Volume 01 – Prolegomena and a Volume 02 – Bibliology, 
an appropriate course of study would entail the study of God the 
Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. That is the course of 
study for Volume 03 – Theology, Volume 04 – Christology and Volume
05 – Pneumatology. Such a discipline establishes a foundation for the 
other studies of this systematic theology. Volume 06  through 08 
pursue the plight and salvation of man with titles Anthropology, 
Hamartiology, and Soteriology, and finally Volume 09 through 11 
pursue the doctrines of the church, angels, and last things, in titles 
Ecclesiology, Angelology, and Eschatology. The set concludes with a 
Volume 12 – Epilogue. 

Information in this volume, the epilogue, is generally the 
introduction and/or conclusion and the table of contents of the eleven 
volumes of this Systematic Theology for the 21st Century.  

When I began work on my Ph.D. in 2014 I set a goal to finish this 
Systematic Theology for the 21st Century in a five year period. When I 
finished my Ph.D. in 2017, I reestablished the same goal. This year, 
after publishing at least a draft of all twelve volumes in 2019, the goal 
remains. My plea for critique and correction also remains the same. I 
prefer friendly and constructive critique, but have found the hostile 
ones to be enlightening and beneficial for rounding out a stronger 
defense of truth. Feel free to engage in this effort, the many inputs I 
have received  have strengthened the cause. 

There is a cause. 
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Epilogue

 

Volume 12 Epilogue

This volume contains the introductions and/or conclusions and table of
contents for eleven previous volumes of “A Systematic Theology for 
the 21st Century”:

The organization of this systematic theology follows the 
traditional structure listed below. 
Vol. 01 Prolegomena
Vol. 02 Bibliology
Vol. 03 Theology
Vol. 04 Christology 
Vol. 05 Pneumatology
Vol. 06 Anthropology

Vol. 07 Hamartiology
Vol. 08 Soteriology
Vol. 09 Ecclesiology
Vol. 10 Angelology
Vol. 11 Eschatology
Vol. 12 Epilogue

A Christian, being one who has individually confessed and 
accepted the atoning blood of Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of 
God, for their saving, has a quickened, corrected, and personal 
relationship with the LORD God and Creator. They also have a charge 
from him that they carefully develop a theology. A theology, again, is a
musing about, a consideration of, and an analysis of, (ology) 
everything that can be known of God (Theos), and of everything that 
God has done in this his universe. An unregenerate mind is self 
centered, rebellious, Christ less, and ergo, God less. His pursuit of 
theology will turn to self worship, (i.e. evolution as it promotes the self
made man) and/or creature worship, (worshiping the creature, i.e. 
stars, images, idols, animals, humans, angels, et al.) more than Creator 
worship (Rom 1:10). The quickened mind of the born again believer, 
however, is enlightened and guided away from a self centered 
theology, into a God centered, Holy Spirit directed theology. But, 
theology is still the travail assigned to every rational mind. Carefully 
organizing one's musing about God, when done skillfully, with method
and thoroughness, should be called systematic.

An Epilogue Preface
Greetings in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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,A Systematic Theology for the 21st Century 

Man that is in honour, and understandeth not, is 
like the beasts that perish.  Psalm 49:201

As a systems engineer for thirty years (since 1972), I focused on 
systems analysis. Systematic theology has intrigued me ever since my 
first Bible institute course in 1975. I have amassed multiple systematic
theology books and never found one that is wholly Biblical. In 2013 
my seminary work at Louisiana Baptist Theological Seminary, under 
Dr. Steven Pettey, assigned me to read and analyze six volumes of 
“Systematic Theology” by Lewis Sperry Chafer, the founder and 
previous president of Dallas Theological Seminary. My initial critique 
of this neo-evangelical, voluminous, wordy, often unorganized work, 
answered the question, “Is there not a cause?2” A Systematic Theology 
for the 21st Century was indeed a valid need. It cried out to be written 
and is a work that I needed to endeavor. 

Immediately there were four principle flaws that need to be 
overhauled in previous “systematic theology” works. Previous 
systematic theologies spent most of their effort systematizing creeds, 
Roman dogma, philosophies, and “everything that man ever believed 
about God,” rather than the systematization of Bible revelation. They 
followed the deceived definition of Dr. Chafer who states that a 
systematic theology is an unabridged organized rendition of everything
ever believed about God. Where is the sole-authority of the Bible in 
that? For example, the Westminster confession of faith establishes that 
God unchangeablly decreed every thing that comes to pass... but the 
Holy Bible employs that prayer changes things,... so can we... and so 
can God. 

One would expect Charles Hodge (1797-1878) to bow to such a 
Westminster creed, he was a Presbyterian. But when Augustus Strong 
(1836-1921), an American Baptist minister and Theologian, supports 
Westminster over the Bible, and Henry C. Thiessen (1883 - 1947), 
1947 President of Los Angeles Baptist Theological Seminary, 
resoundingly supported Westminster over the Bible, and, finally, when 

1 The Holy Bible
2 The question is borrowed from a giant slayer. Reference 1Sam 17:29, “And 

David said, What have I now done? Is there not a cause?”
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Lewis Sperry Chafer, followed suit, it is time to re-write a systematic 
theology that presents what the Bible reveals over what the creeds 
state. Present systematic theology works are marred by what the Holy 
Catholic Church (which is not Holy, nor Catholic) declared as truth. A 
Biblical one, with the Bible as its sole authority, was direly needed. 

Secondly, previous systematic theologies spend effort defending 
philosophies of man and rationality of man rather than systematizing 
Bible revelation. All the previous listed theologians spend undo time 
and effort wrestling with the ontological and teleological proof that 
there is a God. The Bible spends no effort in such vain philosophies of 
man. Also, Thiessen, particularly, expends great effort defending the 
philosophical and Roman Catholic argument that man is only material 
and immaterial and NOT body, soul and spirit, i.e. a trichotomy in the 
image and likeness of God. In this error, he even calls Holy Scripture, 
just Paul's opinion.3 Chafer also makes reference to the dichotomy of 
man, but then later references his trichotomy; again Chafer has proven 
himself remarkably wordy, unclear, and inconsistent. He wanted to be 
all things to all denominations, even dispensational at times, but not at 
the expense of loosing the influential covenant theologians who taught 
at, and attended, Dallas Theological Seminary. Present systematic 
theology works are marred by the inclusion of philosophies of man as 
a source of their truths. A Biblical one, with the Bible as its sole 
authority, was direly needed. 

Thirdly all systematic theologies treated theology as a science. 
They tried to exalt it by calling it the “Queen of the Sciences”, but they
still tried to discover truth by hypothesizing what it might be, 
exploring their hypothesis until it might be a theory about how God 
operates and thinks, and then supposing that, when their theory is 
believed by enough “scholars”, it was a discerned truth. That is how 
the scientific method discovers laws of natural science. That is the 
scientific method.  It does not work on God who is Super-natural. 
Theology is not a science nor dare one use the scientific method to 
find the Truth of God. Once again, A Biblical Systematic Theology, 
with the Bible as its sole authority, was direly needed.  

Lastly Thiessen and Chafer, by their own insistence, have no 

3 Henry Clarence Thiessen, Lectures in Systematic Theology (Eerdmans, 1949), 
226-227.
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access to a verbally inspired, inerrant, infallible Holy Bible. They 
insist that nowhere in the world does such a Bible exist. Both base 
their systematic theologies on what textual critics, modern translators, 
and modern scholars thought God meant to say. A true theologian must
base all theology on an inerrant, infallible, verbally inspired Holy 
Bible; it is our sole authority. For Baptists it is the sole authority for all
faith and practice, and although we do have a reliably written and 
translated into English Holy Bible, we did not have a reliably written 
Systematic Theology in print. With this effort there is now one in print,
at least in eprint. Baptist Bible seminaries, colleges, institutes, and 
students deserve no less, and can take full advantage of this work for 
no cost, or for minimal print cost. Please advance this availability.

All twelve volumes of a Biblical Systematic Theology for the 21st 
Century are freely available att www.GSBaptistChurch.com/theology  
or www.truthaboutthechrist.com. Or they can be bought in print at 
www.lulu.com/spotlight/GSBaptistChurch .
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Volume1 – A Systematic Theology's Prolegomena 

This endeavor is to mark out the Systematic Theology for the 21st 
century and the Prolegomena (The Preliminary Discussion) section 
contains the following contents:

Prolegomena Introduction
Who needs to study theology systematically? God supposes that 

we all do, and Dr. Walter Allan Yoho words that succinctly.

If you recently graduated with honors – Congratulations!
If you were recently voted most valuable player on your 
basketball team – That's great! If you were recently awarded 
a big salary increase – Good for you! But none of these things
is worth getting too excited about. No, there is one thing, only
one, that should get a man or a woman really excited.4 

Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man glory 
in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his 
might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: But let 
him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth 
and knoweth me, that I am the LORD which exercise 
lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the 
earth: for in these things I delight, saith the LORD.

Jeremiah 9:23-24

The thing that impresses God the most about any given 
individual is how much that individual is impressed with 
God. Indeed, it is a tragedy of enormous extent “that he 
should be so little in our thoughts who sparkles in everything 
which presents itself to our eyes.”5 But, oh, how our Dear 
Lord loves to honor and bless that individual that delights 

4 Walter Allan Yoho, “YAHWEH The Greatness of God,” Volume 1 of 3, 
FBCPublications.com, 2010,71

5  Cited by Walter Allen Yoho, Stephen Charnock, The existence and Attributes of 
God. I. Grand Rapids, MI:Baker Book House, Reprint, 1979, 168-169.
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himself in the Lord and is altogether taken up with his God!6

Then shalt thou delight thyself in the LORD; and I 
will cause thee to ride upon the high places of the 
earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy 
father: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.

Isaiah 58:14

That one needs to study God is instinctive in our nature. That one 
should do it systematically is required by the immensity of the subject.
The wise preacher has said:

 I the Preacher was king over Israel in Jerusalem. 
And I gave my heart to seek and search out by wisdom 
concerning all things that are done under heaven: this 
sore travail hath God given to the sons of man to be 
exercised therewith.... And I gave my heart to know 
wisdom, and to know madness and folly: I perceived 
that this also is vexation of spirit. For in much wisdom 
is much grief: and he that increaseth knowledge 
increaseth sorrow.... I have seen the travail, which God 
hath given to the sons of men to be exercised in it. He 
hath made every thing beautiful in his time: also he 
hath set the world in their heart, so that no man can 
find out the work that God maketh from the beginning 
to the end.

Eccl 1:12,17-18, 3:10-11

The Systematic Theology for the 21st century needs a 
Prolegomena. Prolegomena is a preliminary discussion, especially a 
formal essay introducing a work of considerable length or complexity. 
Prolegomena comes from the Greek, “Prolegein” – meaning to say 
before hand.7 Such an introduction essay to a systematic theology, is 
necessary here to set some pre-conditions, to scope out the formidable 

6  Ibid. Yoho, 72
7 The American Heritage Dictionary, 3rd edition 1994 Soft Key International, s.v. 

Prolegomena

 6



Epilogue

task, and, in this instance especially, to redefine the “system” in 
“systematic” and differentiate this effort from the many other works of
this nature.

Theology is the compounding of two words, “theos” for God, and 
“ology” for a verbose, exhaustively researched, consideration of, a 
meditation on, a discussion about, and a communication of, its topic. 
Theology is thus an exhaustively covered presentation of everything 
that could be known about God and everything that God has done. 
Knowing everything under the sun is a pretty daunting task.

The travail given to man by God is to seek and search out all 
things that are done under heaven. (Eccl. 1:13, 3:10). All rational 
minds are to be exercised in this travail. By God's grace and his 
wisdom this impossible travail turns into joy, when our relationship 
with him is made right through the new-birth8 in our Lord Jesus Christ.
A systematic theology is a supreme culmination of that joy. The 
systematic gathering, categorizing, and analyzing of everything that 
God has revealed to man could indeed be a great travail. It is a task 
that can naught be completed, and, because it is the finite grappling 
with the infinite, it can not be fully successful. It is, however, the 
exertion given to the sons of men, and one dare not slack from its 
calling. Every effort is herein made to cause this exhaustive task to be 
less of a “sore travail” and more of a “no greater joy.” 

I have seen the travail, which God hath given to the 
sons of men, to be exercised in it. He hath made 
everything beautiful in his time: Also he hath set the 
world in their heart, so that no man can find out the 
work that God maketh from the beginning to the end... I 
have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in
truth.

 Ecc. 3:10, 3John 1:4

Theology is for Everyone
Every rational thinking human is developing a theology. God 

created humans with that inborn propensity. In its basest form theology

8 John 3:16-18, 36, 5:24, Rom 3:10, 23, 5:8, 12, 18, 6:23, 10:9-13, i.e. The Romans
Road to Heaven.
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is man's musing about God. God implanted such musing in every 
rational mind. What think ye of God the creator? What think ye of 
Christ? What think ye of sin? What think ye of the fall of Lucifer? 
What think ye of “So great Salvation?” 

Hear, O Israel; the LORD our God is one LORD; 
and thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might. And 
these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in
thine heart: And thou shalt teach them diligently unto 
thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou settist in 
thine house, and when thou walkest by the way: and 
when thou liest down and when thou risest up (Deut. 
6:4-7).

 
What think ye of God? What think ye of His Words? In a less raw 

form, theology must be more than musing about God, it must take on a
more organized pattern and a more thorough consideration of God 
centered things. … 

The complete Table of Contents for this volume is as follows:

Eschatology Table of Contents

A Systematic Theology for the 21st Century – Vol 9 Ecclesiology 1

A Systematic Theology for the 21st Century Vol 1 Prolegomena 1
Introduction 1
Four Flaws in Previous Works 2
Why Baptists Use Only the Authorized King James Bible 4
The Issue of the Copyrights. 5
The Four Superiorities of the Authorized Version: 6
Copyright Bibles Must Be “Significantly Different” 7
The Thees and Thous of an Accurate Bible Translation 15
Prolegomena 17
Theology is for Everyone 20
Why Systematic? 22
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Theology Is Not a Science 23
Theology Has Not Been Systematic 27
Consider the System In Systematic 31
Systematic Is Accomplished With Actual Systems 32
Systematically Based On a Solid Bible Doctrine 40
The New Improved Systematic Methodology 45
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Volume2 – A Systematic Theology's Bibliology.

This endeavor is to mark out the Systematic Theology for the 21st 
century and the Bibliology (The Doctrine of Bible) section contains 
the following contents:

Eschatology Table of Contents

A Systematic Theology for the 21st Century – Vol 9 Ecclesiology 1

Bibliology Conclusion
“The author who benefits you most is not the one who tells you 

something you did not know before, but the one who gives expression 
to the truth that has been dumbly struggling in you for utterance.”9 
Bibliology is the study of our Holy Bible, just what it is that we hold in
our hand, and Bibliology has its heart in understanding inspiration of 
ALL Scripture. The author who most benefits the understanding of 
inspiration is Francois Samuel Robert Louis Gaussen. One-hundred 
and seventy-six years ago L. Gaussen wrote the premier dissertation 
on Bible inspiration called “Theopneustia.”  From his 1840 
publication of this work, every diabolical attack against God's inerrant,
infallible, verbally inspired Holy Bible has been flagged and 
Christianity has been amply forewarned. His coverage is that 
thorough.

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be 
perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. 

2Timothy 3:16-17

Why did the fifty-seven highly skilled linguists, employed and 
paid by King James from 1603 through 1611, translate this Greek 
phrase “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God.”  The English 
word inspiration, carefully avoided by each ecumenical and modern 
bible translator, incorporates in its definition breath of life, as well as 

9  Chambers, Oswald, “My Utmost For His Highest”
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influence and stimulation of mind, feeling, and emotion, in order to 
produce an activity.  It was also specifically crafted incorporating the 
word spirit.  Indeed the English word inspiration is formed and framed
around the concept contained in the Greek word theopneustia. There is
no better English capture of this concept.  God created and breathed 
out the very wording of every sentence of what is written down as 
Scripture. 

The word inspiration, avoided by copyright conscious 
translators, is justly lacking a thorough definition. Inspiration is a 
miracle and its definition would entail explanation of what and how 
the miracle unfolds. No one better captures this conundrum than does 
Gaussen.

This miraculous operation of the Holy Ghost had not
the sacred writers themselves for its object - for these were
only his instruments, and were soon to pass away; but that 
its objects were the holy books themselves, which were 
destined to reveal from age to age, to the Church, the 
counsels of God, and which were never to pass away. ...

The power then put forth on those men of God, and 
of which they themselves were sensible only in very 
different degrees, has not been precisely defined to us. 
Nothing authorizes us to explain it. Scripture has never 
presented either its manner or its measure as an object of 
study. ... What they say, they tell us, is theopneustic: their 
book is from God. ...

Were we asked, then, how this work of divine 
inspiration has been accomplished in the men of God, we 
should reply, that we do not know; that it does not behove 
us to know; and that it is in the same ignorance, and with a
faith quite of the same kind, that we receive the doctrine of
the new birth and sanctification of a soul by the Holy 
Ghost. We believe that the Spirit enlightens that soul, 
cleanses it, raises it, comforts it, softens it. We perceive all 
these effects; we admire and we adore the cause; but we 
have found it our duty to be content never to know the 
means by which this is done. Be it the same, then, with 
regard to divine inspiration.... (in faith) we have to do with

 11
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the book, and not with the man (who wrote). It is the book 
that is inspired, and altogether inspired: to be assured of 
this ought to satisfy us.10

There is little more to be said about what inspiration is, than 
what Gaussen captures with excellence. His 360 page 150 year old  
public domain defense of the doctrine of inspiration stands alone. His 
thorough coverage is perfect for a Bibliology in a systematic theology 
which hangs on the inerrant, infallible, verbally inspired word of God 
for its sole authority.

Excerpts of Gaussen's Theopneustia cannot override the 
importance of evaluating his whole dissertation. That dissertation is 
included in its entirety in chapter four of this Bibliology. 

When one understands Gaussen's thorough explanation of 
inspiration, it is easy to understand the gross errors of Bible critics and 
Bible correctors who suppose that only the original manuscripts, 
written by the pen's of the original authors, were inspired. Chafer 
states his objection to the doctrine of inspiration succinctly, “The claim
for verbal, plenary inspiration is made only for the original writings 
and does not extend to any transcriptions or translations.”11 That false 
objection goes forward to contend that there is now no inspired Bible 
in existence anywhere in the world. Chafer himself continues: “It is 
also true that no original manuscript is now available.” Chafer admits 
these two statements as indisputable facts. Shame on him. This false 
reasoning, that there is no inspired Bible in existence today, has 
engulfed all of Christendom and emboldened version makers to ignore,
modify, and delete God's inspired words with wholesale abandon.  

Gaussen exposed this errant thinking while Brook Foss Westcott 
(1825-1903) and Fenton JohnAnthony Hort (1828-1892) were just 
teenagers. Just the same the wide gate and broad path of Christendom 
followed after the brazen error. Bible critics and textual critics 
supposed that old manuscripts from Alexandria Egypt were most 
representative of such imagined and lost “original inspired 
manuscripts.” Defending God's Holy Scripture from the pen-knifes of 
these critics is an important part of our Bibliology today. Herein 

10  Gaussen, Theopneustia, 24-26
11  Lewis Sperry Chafer, Vol 1, 87.
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several chapters are dedicated to this defense and enlightenment.
The translation of the Holy Bible to the English language is also 

key to having an adequate Bibliology. The examination of what the 
copyright seeking Bible critics have done to their copyright English 
versions has aptly communicated that the Authorized version is the 
only accurate version of God's Holy Bible for English speaking 
people. The Wycliffe Bible translation is examined briefly to better 
expose the miracle of that Authorized version, and the importance of 
the original languages is reviewed, emphasizing that inspiration 
transcends translations, but cannot replace the originals tongues.

Lastly, in a thorough Bibliology, the Canon of Scripture and its 
proper hermeneutic is important. The Canon of Scripture with a 
dependence on God and not on man, especially not on “Church 
Fathers” (so called), is essential to a good Bibliology, and exposure to 
Christendoms inadequate interpretation of Bible truths, is just as 
essential. The Mother Roman Catholic Church has spread an 
allegorical method into every corner of Protestantism and an exposure 
of their lie solidifies a Christian Bible hermeneutic.

A good Bibliology is essential to a good Systematic Theology. 
The sole source of our theology must be the inerrant, infallible, 
verbally inspired Holy Word of God, and understanding just what that 
is, and how to come about it, is the work of Bibliology. God blesses its
thoroughness in ones theology.  … 

The complete Table of Contents for this volume is as follows:

Volume 02 Bibliology 8
Chapter 1 - What is Bibliology? 8
Chapter 2 - The Holy Bible, Some Background 13
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Reading Gaussen's Theopneustia - Essential to Bibliology 27
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Volume3 – A Systematic Theology's Theology Proper.

This endeavor is to mark out the Systematic Theology for the 21st 
century and the Theology Proper (The Doctrine of God)  section 
contains the following contents:

Eschatology Table of Contents

A Systematic Theology for the 21st Century – Vol 9 Ecclesiology 1

Theology Proper Conclusion
Theology proper is the thorough study of God. It has been 

designated proper to delineate it as a study of the Godhead rather than 
the larger study of God, the revealed works that he has done, is doing, 
and shall do, i.e. the whole study of Theism that we are systematically 
engaged in. In theology proper one is engaged in a study of everything 
one needs to know about God the Father himself, and everything one 
therein needs to know, has been revealed in God's completed 
revelation to man, the Holy Bible. Realizing that God is infinite, and 
man is finite is to realize that knowing God will always be finite and 
limited, and thus limited here to what man “needs to know.” 

Romans 11:33  O the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are 
his judgments, and his ways past finding out!

Deuteronomy 29:29  The secret things belong unto the 
LORD our God: but those things which are revealed 
belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we 
may do all the words of this law.

Such a study first considers the sixty six books, written by forty 
men, over a period of 1,592 years, to be the inerrant, infallible, 
verbally inspired Word of God, and to be the sole source of all 
theology, particularly here for theology proper. Thus, what man 
naturally knows about God is not discovered by examination of the 
philosopher's ontological or teleological argument, nor by man's 
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anthropological or cosmological reasoning, but by examining what 
God's word says that man naturally knows about God. It declares that 
God himself has placed inside of man a natural knowledge of God and 
his wrath against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, that our 
Lord Jesus Christ is a light that ligheth every man that cometh into the 
world, and that “I the LORD search the heart, I try the reins, even to 
give every man according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his 
doings” (Jeremiah 17:10).  These three revelations mark all of the 
naturalistic theology one needs to systematically delve into. 

Likewise what God knew, what God planned, and what God 
programmed before the foundation of the world is not discovered by 
examining a logical, philosophical creed declaring what he must have 
known, or detailing the decrees of God compiled by some genius 
theologian of the past. It is discovered by looking into the perfect law 
of liberty. Therein one sees a Sovereign God who has given some 
measure of sovereignty to man; therein one sees a God who repents of 
some of his own decrees thus responding to that delegated sovereignty 
in man, and therein one sees, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. For as the heavens 
are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and 
my thoughts than your thoughts” (Isaiah 55:8-9).

In these two venues alone one can see the importance of using 
the Bible as a sole authority for our theology, and one can see the 
failures of previous theology works that did not. Know God. Study 
God. Study not on the basis of visions, or feelings, or logical 
reasoning, or ideas of men, or even ideas of genius theologians of 
bygone days, but on the basis of what he has revealed about himself in 
the sixty-six books called the Holy Bible. That study alone causes that 
he must increase, and I must decrease. This chapter of that study has 
only outlined some of the important things that one can know about 
God from that revelation, and it constitutes the opening of a door, that 
you may know God. Important in this doorway are the names of God, 
the existence of God, the nature of God, the attributes of God, and the 
Fatherhood of God, and each of these was found well documented in 
Dr. Cambron's “Bible Doctrines” book.  Again keep in mind: 

The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: 
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but those things which are revealed belong unto us and to 
our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this 
law.

Deuteronomy 29:29
 … 
The complete Table of Contents for this volume is as follows:
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Chapter 4 Theology Proper in Bible Doctrine 24
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IV. The Attributes of God. 46
V. The Fatherhood of God. 65
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Critique of Chafer's Chapter 10-13 Theology Proper (129-180) 70
Critique of Chafer's Chapter 14 The Attributes of God  (187-224) 71
Critique of Chafer's Chapter 15 Divine Decrees  (pg. 225-259) 75
Critique of Chafer's Chapter 16 The Names of Deity (260-271) 77
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Volume4 – A Systematic Theology's Christology.

This endeavor is to mark out the Systematic Theology for the 21st 
century and the Christology (The Doctrine of Christ ) section contains 
the following contents:

Eschatology Table of Contents

A Systematic Theology for the 21st Century – Vol 9 Ecclesiology 1

Christology Conclusion
Christology is such a prominent, perhaps preeminent, 

consideration in theology, that these hundred pages seem introductory, 
and the study of our Lord Jesus Christ will never be complete. One 
will not grow in the knowledge of God, without first growing in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  As Jesus puts it, “Jesus saith unto
him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known 
me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest 
thou then, Shew us the Father?  Believest thou not that I am in the 
Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I speak 
not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.  
Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else 
believe me for the very works’ sake. Verily, verily, I say unto you, He 
that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater 
works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father” (John 14:9-
12).

When you read your Bible find Christ on every page. When you 
spend an hour in prayer, find him listening to every word. When you 
make your conversation with your neighbor, include him as a 
centerpiece. Make much of our Lord Jesus Christ, and he can make 
much of you. Again this study is but an introduction for the greatest 
study ever undertaken.   

In the last verse of his Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Apostle John 
put it thus, "And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his
disciples, which are not written in this book: But these are written, that
ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that 
believing ye might have life through his name.... And there are also 
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many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written
every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the 
books that should be written. Amen" (John 20:30-31, 21:25) … 

The complete Table of Contents for this volume is as follows:
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Volume5 – A Systematic Theology's Pneumatology.

This endeavor is to mark out the Systematic Theology for the 21st 
century and the Pneumatology (The Doctrine of Holy Spirit) section 
contains the following contents:

Eschatology Table of Contents

A Systematic Theology for the 21st Century – Vol 9 Ecclesiology 1

Pneumatology Conclusion
The Holy Ghost, as a person of the trinity, plays a significant role 

in God's relation with humanity. A holistic study of his person and that 
role is the purpose of pneumatology. In John 16 the Lord Jesus Christ 
expounds the role of the Holy Ghost for the New Testament believer. 
He declares that when he goes away he will send “another Comforter” 
which is the Holy Spirit of God. Thus the Holy Ghost will henceforth 
be the one who will 1) reprove the world of sin, righteousness and 
judgment, 2) guide believers into all truth, and 3) be the new 
“Comforter” which consoles, identifies ones best interests, and 
becomes our representative, leader, and friend. These roles were 
fulfilled by God in the Old Testament, by Christ when he ministered in
the flesh, and now are assigned to the Holy Ghost under the title 
“Comforter.” The doctrine surrounding the Holy Ghost is vast but well
outlined herein; the role of the Holy Ghost is misunderstood and 
misrepresented in the era of modernism; and the true filling of the 
Holy Ghost is dearth in fundamentalism. Pneumatology is worthy of 
additional study.  … 

The complete Table of Contents for this volume is as follows:

Volume 5 Pnematology The Doctrine of the Holy Spirit 6
Chapter 1 Pnematology Introduction 6
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 I. Personality of the Holy Spirit 17
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Volume6 – A Systematic Theology's Anthropology.

Chapter 1 – Anthropology Introduction

And God said, Let us make man in our 
image, after our likeness: and let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the 
fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all 
the earth, and over every creeping thing that 
creepeth upon the earth. So God created man in
his own image, in the image of God created he 
him; male and female created he them.  Genesis 
1:26-2712

And the LORD God formed man of the 
dust of the ground, and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a 
living soul.  And the LORD God planted a 
garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the 
man whom he had formed.  Genesis 2:7-8

Having thoroughly considered the nature of God, we now 
consider the nature of man. Anthropology is the doctrine of man, or a 
discourse on human nature13, specifically taken from the Greek 
“Anthropos,” for man, and “ology”14 for a discourse of/on. (It has been 
well stated previous that “ology” is so much bigger than study, 
discourse, or doctrine of, that it might need its own consideration 
whenever it is used.) In a Biblical systematic theology the discourse 

12 The Holy Bible.
13 Noah Webster's 1828 Dictionary of American English, s.v. “Anthroplolgy.”
14  ology is from the Greek meaning a word, a discourse, a doctrine, a teaching, a 

matter under discussion, a thing spoken of or talked about, also the mental faculty
of thinking, meditating, or reasoning about. Others have limited this suffix by 
equating it to the English word science, which is “The observation, identification,
description, experimental investigation, and theoretical explanation of 
phenomena.” There really is no English equivalent that can capture the depth of 
“ology”, it is literally to go on, and on, and on about a topic with pen, or speech, 
or thought. 
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will focus on everything God has revealed to us about man in his 
inerrant, infallible, verbally inspired holy Scriptures. By definition that
is adequate coverage of all that needs to be considered about man. The 
Father of Systematic Theologies, Charles Hodge (1797-1878) develops
an idea that God's thorough coverage of anthropology is the complete 
truth as follows:   

All that the Scriptures teach concerning the 
external world accords with the facts of experience. 
They do not teach that the earth is a plane; that it is 
stationary in space; that the sun revolves around it. On 
the other hand, they do teach that God made all plants 
and animals, each after its own kind; and, accordingly, 
all experience shows that species are immutable. All the
anthropological doctrines of the Bible agree with what 
we know of man from consciousness and observation. 
The Bible teaches that God made of one blood all 
nations which dwell on the face of the earth. We 
accordingly find that all the varieties of our race have 
the same anatomical structure; the same physical 
nature; the same rational and moral faculties. The Bible 
teaches that man is a free, accountable agent; that all 
men are sinners; that all need redemption, and that no 
man can redeem himself or find a ransom for his 
brother. With these teachings the consciousness of all 
men agrees. All that the Scriptures reveal concerning 
the nature and attributes of God corresponds with our 
religious nature, satisfying, elevating, and sanctifying 
all our powers and meeting all our necessities. If the 
contents of the Bible did not correspond with the truths 
which God has revealed in his external works and the 
constitution of our nature, it could not be received as 
coming from Him, for God cannot contradict himself. 
Nothing, therefore, can be more derogatory to the Bible
than the assertion that its doctrines are contrary to 
reason.15

15  Charles Hodge, “Systematic Theology”, Volume III, pg 92 of 916.
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Charles Hodge was a genius with great depth, but in his 
anthropology section he fails to stand by his own assertion here that 
God's Word can be our sole authority for what we understand about 
man.  Instead he spends all his effort defying what we do not believe 
and then even defending the Roman philosophical teachings of 
dualism against the Bible's endorsement of man's trichotomy, i.e.  
body, soul, and spirit. Certainly there are many things about humans 
that can be explored and studied outside of the Bible, just as there are 
things to be learned about earth's orbit around the sun in a galaxy 
called the Milky Way. The Bible does not teach us that the kidneys 
filter our blood and send chemical signals to our brain to regulate our 
blood pressure, nor that a poorly operating kidney increases our uric 
acid and causes gout. Those truth are discovered outside the Bible. But
in a truly Biblical systematic theology our focus in an anthropology 
section need only be what God has revealed about man in his inerrant, 
infallible, verbally inspired Word. The very best basis of anthropology 
then comes first from consideration of the very best Biblical Doctrine 
book. 

There is no truer, or more thorough, published, Baptist, and 
Biblical doctrine than that of Dr. Mark G. Cambron.16  His teachings 
on Bible Doctrine at Tennessee Temple Bible School establish a solid 
doctrine essential for building a solid systematic theology.  His book, 
Bible Doctrines17 will, with the permission of the Cambron Institute18, 
be given in block quotes throughout this effort. The book is readily 
available through http://www.thecambroninstitute.org, and it forms a 
strong foundation for this Systematic Theology.19 

16  Dr. Mark G. Cambron, B.A., M.A., Th.B., Th.M., Th.D., D.D., L.L.D., Litt.D., 
was one of the foremost theologians of our times. Born in Fayetteville, Tennessee
on July 31, 1911. He was born-again in 1919. It was during a Billy Sunday 
campaign in Chattanooga that he trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ as his personal 
Savior.  He served for many years at Tennessee Temple College (1948-59) with 
Dr. Lee Roberson (1909-2007) the founder of Tennessee Temple University in 
1946. Dr. Cambron served as Dean of Tennessee Temple University.  From 
http://www.thecambroninstitute.org accessed 10/16/2013

17 Mark G. Cambron, Bible Doctrines, 1954, Grand Rapids, Michigan, Zondervan 
Publishing House, 60-69

18 The Cambron Institute, 35890 Maplegrove Road, Willoughby, Oh 44094 
19 It is noted and reproved in the Bibliology section of this work that Dr. Cambron's 
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Believing in the verbal inspiration of the Holy Scriptures and 
believing that every single word is directly chosen by God, it is 
prudent here to preserve and defend the doctrines extracted from 
Scripture and presented by Dr. Cambron. Below, in a block quote of 
his book, is his extensive analysis of Anthropology: [block quote of Dr. 
Cambron's Bible Doctrines page 116-134 (Zondervan 155-174)]

Anthropology Table of Contents

A Systematic Theology for the 21st Century – Vol 6 Anthropology 1
Chapter 1 – Introduction 1
Chapter 2 – Cambron's Chap IV Anthropology -The Doctrine of Man 4

I. Man In His State of Integrity 5
II. Man In His State of Sin 14
III. Man In His State of Grace 19

Chapter 3 – A Six Day Creation 25
Six Days With No Evolution 28
Six Days With No Gap 31
Six Days, No Gap, No Half-breed Angels But a Depraved 
Humanity 39

Chapter 4 – The Depravity of Man 42
Chapter 5 – The Seven Dispensations for Mankind 50

The First Dispensation – Innocence 58
The Second Dispensation – Conscience 59
The Third Dispensation – Government  60
The Fourth Dispensation – Promise 61
The Fifth Dispensation – Law 62
The Sixth Dispensation – Grace and Truth 64
The Seventh Dispensation – The Kingdom 66

Chapter 6 – Critique of Other Systematic Theology  Anthropology 69
Critique of Augustus Strong's Anthropology 69

Bible Doctrines book does recommend using the R.V., instead of the Holy Bible, 
41 times for 54 Bile verses. This work trusts only the King James Bible for 
English accuracy and acknowledgment of the inerrant, infallible, verbally 
inspired Holy Scriptures. There is no reason in the world to trust the ecumenical 
translators of 1881 to render any of these verses with more accuracy than what 
the fifty-seven exceptional linguists did in 1611; in fact quite the opposite is true. 
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Critique of Chafer's Anthropology 72
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Chapter 7 – Anthropology Conclusion 

In a Biblical systematic theology anthropology is not “the social 
science that studies the origins and social relationships of human 
beings”20 but it is a study of all that God reveals about man in his 
inerrant, infallible, verbally inspired Holy Bible. That differentiates 
this anthropology from previous systematic theologies. Believing that 
God says what he means, and means what he says, allows the straight 
forward examination  of man's origin, his existence in his state of 
integrity, in his state of sin and in his state of grace. 

Other considerations in this anthropology involve untangling 
previous misconceptions that have been interwoven into theology and 
doctrine books. The Bible depicts seven dispensations where-in man is
tested and found wanting in his stewardship. This teaching is despised 
and rejected by Roman, Orthodox, and Protestant teachers who hold to
some form of a replacement theology and covenant theology instead of
the Bible's depiction of these dispensations. This mishandling of truth 
and propagation of error always muddies the water.  The Bible student 
readily finds the many covenants that God makes with man, and can 
readily dismiss a covenant theologians supposition that there is a 
single covenant wherein the catholic church circumvents God's 
covenant with Abraham, Israel, and David.

Further, the Bible depicts man's depravity but falls short of the 

20  WordWeb 8, Princeton University, 2006, s.v. “anthropology”.
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“Total Depravity” held to by Presbyterians and other followers of John
Calvin. Their total depravity concept also stems from the covenant 
theologians supposition that a catholic church becomes the new “elect 
of God” and replaces God's chosen people Israel. In a Biblical 
examination the depravity of man addresses only the natural condition 
of unregenerate man in regards to his moral perversion or his 
impairment of virtue and moral principles.

A Biblical anthropology must first accept God's Word as its source
of truth, and that Word details the creation of man in God's six day 
creation account. There need not be a great study to undermine the 
atheistic supposition of evolution in a Biblical anthropology, nor a 
compromised idea of a gap, nor an extravagant idea about half-breed 
angles, all one needs is the faith to know that God says what he means 
and means what he says. The Bible doctrine of man is thus, relatively 
straight forward.  
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Volume7 – A Systematic Theology's Hamartiology.

Chapter 1 Hamartiology Introduction

As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 
There is none that understandeth, there is none that 
seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the way, they 
are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth 
good, no, not one. Their throat is an open sepulchre; with 
their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is 
under their lips: Whose mouth is full of cursing and 
bitterness: Their feet are swift to shed blood: Destruction 
and misery are in their ways: And the way of peace have 
they not known:There is no fear of God before their eyes....
For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;...
Rom 3:10-18, 23

All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned 
every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him 
the iniquity of us all.  Isaiah 53:6

What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. 
Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not 
known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet. 
But sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in 
me all manner of concupiscence. For without the law sin 
was dead. For I was alive without the law once: but when 
the commandment came, sin revived, and I died.  And the 
commandment, which was ordained to life, I found to be 
unto death.  For sin, taking occasion by the 
commandment, deceived me, and by it slew me. Romans 
7:7-11

Man's plight in this world is sin, in Greek hamartia; thus 
“Hamartiology” is the expansion of all that could be said about sin. In 
this systematic theology it is all that can be Biblically said about sin, 
and herein “Biblically” means from a fully believed, inerrant, 
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infallible, verbally inspired, holy Bible.  God's Word clearly states, 
“Wherefore, as by one man (Adam) sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned” (Romans 5:12). That explanation then continues to show the 
one and only solution to sin; “Therefore as by the offence of one 
(Adam) judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the 
righteousness of one (Jesus the Christ) the free gift came upon all men
unto justification of life. For as by one man’s disobedience (Adam) 
many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one (Christ) shall 
many be made righteous“ (Romans 5:18-19). 

The Apostle Paul's Epistle to the Romans then goes on, in what is 
commonly called “The Romans Road to Salvation,” to reveal that 
there is a formal acceptance that man must do in order to be 
“converted,” as Jesus put it in Matthew 18:3, or to be “born-again” as 
he put it in John 3:3-16, or to be saved from condemnation as he put it 
in John 3:17-18, and to have “everlasting life” as he put it in John 
3:36. That formal acceptance is this, “That if thou shalt confess with 
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God 
hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart 
man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is 
made unto salvation” (Romans 10:9-10). If you have come this far in 
your studies without participating in that formal acceptance I beseech 
you to wit of your plight and of God's simple and sole solution. If, 
perhaps, you have come this far, in your studies and not recently 
shared that simple gospel message with another, I beseech you to talk 
with ten or so and find their reaction to this gospel message; that will 
make your studies in hamartiology so much more pertinent.  

To begin this study with reasonable ease we shall first look at the 
Genesis of Sin, the Doctrine of Sin, and the Etymology of Sin.  After 
gaining that depth we will critique some other systematic theology 
works and their hamartiology. 

Hamartiology Table of Contents

Volume 7 Hamartiology – The Doctrine of Sin. 5
Chapter 1 Hamartiology Introduction 6
Chapter 2 The Genesis of Sin. 8
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Chapter 6 Hamartiology Conclusion

All have sinned, all we like sheep have gone astray, there is non 
righteous, no not one. Sin, in Greek “hamartia,” must be understood, 
or at least acknowledged, before one can pursue God's solution. In J 
Thornton's one-hundred-and-eighty year old publication 
“Repentance”21 it is well established that a truly penitent one will not 
only acknowledge that he is a sinner, but will, with contrition, 
acknowledge that he deserves the full punishment that attaches to his 
condemnation. Because of sin, man stands condemned to eternal death 
and that death includes the burning and torment of an eternal hell. 

21 Thornton, “Repentance”, New Haven, 1834, 18
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“But God commended his love for us, in that while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom 5:8)  

In this study of sin Dr. Cambron expanded the origin, reality, 
nature, extent, realm, and penalty of sin. That doctrine of sin is 
thorough.
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Volume8 – A Systematic Theology's Soteriology.

Chapter 1 Soteriology Introduction

 How shall we escape, if we neglect so great 
salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the 
Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard 
him; God also bearing them witness, both with signs 
and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the 
Holy Ghost, according to his own will? Heb 2:3-422

There is no greater theme extending from Genesis to Revelation, 
in the Holy Bible, than that of so great salvation, or soteriology. 
“Soterio” is the Greek word for “Salvation”, and “ology” is a most 
thorough consideration of, a most thorough analysis of, a most 
thorough communication about a topic. It has been stated and 
defended in the section on Christology that the person of the Lord 
Jesus Christ is the greatest theme of the Bible. This section will 
effectively merge the doctrine of Christ and the doctrine of salvation to
stand by that previous assertion, and still justify our assertion here that 
soteriology is the key theme.  When one considers the salvation of 
man as the overspreading theme of the whole Bible, one finds every 
chapter, every verse and every line somehow interrelated to that 
theme. Such a task need not be daunting; it needs to be thorough, and 
it becomes a joyous revelation of God's grandest purpose. 

Salvation necessitates three ingredients, a lost estate, a 
helplessness of, and a helplessness in, restoring that estate, and a 
savior who can restore the estate. Holy Scripture employs such a 
salvation on or in three perspectives, the lost estate of corporate 
mankind, the lost estate of a nation, Israel, and the lost estate of the 
individual. Consequently, salvation must needs be explored in all three
ingredients, in all three perspectives. Thirdly, one must consider that 
the salvation of an individual, is not always focused on man's lost 
eternal soul; King David, for example, asked for the salvation of his 
integrity, the salvation of his peace of mind, and the salvation of his 

22 Holy Bible.
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kingdom, et al. An estate lost and in need of salvation, thus, may be a 
condition, a status, or a rank. It may be one's fortune, one's prosperity, 
or one's possessions. The word estate is often used in relation to an 
interest or ownership in land or property. Our main focus for salvation 
will be on man's lost estate with God, but there are other lost estates 
that need a savior. It behooves the Bible student to keep in focus what 
estate is in context for each scripture.  It is marvelous that there may 
be many lost estates under consideration, but there is only one Saviour.

There are detractors that pull away from a pure Biblical 
soteriology. Alas the Apostle Paul twice words God's despise of such 
detractors in Galatians 1:8-9, “But though we, or an angel from 
heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so say I 
now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye 
have received, let him be accursed.” That is pretty straight froward 
and powerful, but still it needs to find relevance in what man and Satan
have done to this doctrine. The lead detractors then went on to be the 
lead throughout and it behooves the Bible student to be conscious of 
their naysaying right up front. 

No one words a more clear portrayal of this hallmark of error than
does F. W. Grant in his aged book “The Prophetic History of the 
Church”23.  In Christ's prophetic history of the church, given in 
Revelation 2 and 3, the church, and ergo the gospel message of 
salvation, and ergo soteriology, got muddled back into Judaism with its
works of the law, and its priestcraft and “clerisy”. That is what the 
Apostle Paul was dealing with in Galatia, that is to be hated and 
accursed, and that is clarified well by Dr. Grant. 

23 Grant, F. W., “The Prophetic History of the Church”, NEW YORK LOIZEAUX 
BROTHERS, 1910,  First Edition, 1902, Seventh Printing, 1955, Fredrick 
William Grant (1834 Putney London, 1902 Plainfield New Jersey), available at 
http://plymouthbrethren.org/series/6114   and 
www.gsbaptistchurch.com/theology/grant_prophetic_history_church.pdf   and  
www.brethrenarchive.org/people/fw-grant/pamphlets/the-prophetic-history-of-the-church/.  [When 
Henry Allen Ironside (1876 Toronto Canada, 1951 New Zealand) writes in his 
100 year old book, “Revelation: An Ironside Expository Commentary”, that, “On 
the seven churches, I especially commend F. Grant's 120 year old book”, it 
behooves one to secure a copy; the full title being,  “The Prophetic History of the
Church – Some Evils Which Afflict Christendom and Their Remedy, as Depicted 
by The Lord's Own Words to the Seven Churches (Rev. ii. and iii.).” ]. 

 38

http://www.gsbaptistchurch.com/theology/grant_prophetic_history_church.pdf
http://plymouthbrethren.org/series/6114


Epilogue

In his first lecture, “Spiritual Decline and the Judaizing of the 
Church”, Grant skillfully describes this Judaizing of Christianity in a 
way that clarifies the extreme difference between the dispensation of 
law and grace, i.e. the distinguishing marks of salvation by works vs 
salvation by grace. It is well worth examining that clarification given 
below: 

Now, let us mark, there is a difference between the Jewish 
and the Christian words. The word for the New Testament 
assembly, "ecclesia," is derived from two words meaning 
"called out." It is not merely a gathering; it is a gathering of 
people who are distinctly "called out" from others. On the other
hand, "synagogue" is a mere "gathering together." It is no 
gathering out; and this very precisely distinguishes the Jewish 
from the Christian gathering.

Now in order to see what that means, let us look briefly at 
what Judaism was. It was a probationary system, in which God 
was trying man, to see if He could get anything out of him that 
He could accept - trying man, to see if, by any assistance He 
could give him, he could by any possibility make out a 
righteousness for himself, and stand before Him on the basis of
his own doings. In Judaism God gave man the law as the 
measure of obedience which He required, in order that he 
might see His face and live. But he never did see God’s face, 
and never could see it, on those terms. The moment you see 
what the law is, you cannot have any doubt that it must 
effectually exclude man from God’s presence forever. 
Everybody at once will say: "If I have got to love God with all 
my heart and mind and strength, and my neighbour as myself, I
have not done it, do not do it, and can not do it." Now, if these 
are the terms upon which man is to stand before God by his 
own work, then it is absolutely impossible for a man to come 
into His presence in that way. He is certainly excluded; and that
is exactly what the law was given for. Says the apostle: "Now 
we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them 
who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and 
all the world may become guilty before God" (Rom. iii. 19). 
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That was not merely the actual effect of it, but it was the 
designed effect of it. Its sentence says, "There is none 
righteous; no, not one."

That sentence was the end of the trial - the end of man’s 
probation. It is the end of the trial when sentence is given. The 
apostle points out to the Jews that sentence had now been given
- given by their own law. The trial of man as to this was ended. 
It is no use for a moment speaking as if the trial were going on,
after sentence has been given. "There is none righteous" - 
Abraham or Moses, for that matter. The trial is over, the 
sentence is given, and that is the issue of the law - its foreseen 
and designed issue - every mouth stopped, and man guilty. I 
know it is very hard for us to receive this, the law being God’s 
holy, good and righteous law. But the truth is, that the very 
issue of it as a trial lay in this, that God was taking man up on 
his own ground. If you take all the forms of religion 
everywhere, you will find, some way or other, they are law-
keeping - doing something in order to live. It is the universal 
principle of what is called "natural religion " - it is the principle
of works for acceptance with God; and no wit or wisdom of 
man has been able to devise another way. That is exactly what 
Scripture says as to the law. It was the "principles" or 
"elements of the world." It is what the world everywhere 
recognizes and acts upon, and rightly as between man and man.
Laws are necessary to keep the world in any tolerable 
condition. We could not live but for them. Now what man finds
so necessary in this way he naturally takes up as the principle 
between God and himself, and even there he is in measure 
right. The trouble is, he does not know, and would not like to 
believe, that on that ground he is simply lost, and nothing else; 
and thus he would bring the measure of what is required down 
to what be believes to be the measure of his ability, and thus 
evade the righteous and inevitable sentence.

 The law, then, chimes in with the natural thoughts of mans 
heart everywhere. But he finds it hard to realize that God gave 
that law simply for the purpose of condemning; for he does not 
know the heart of God or the resources of His love; and if the 
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law condemn, he sees nothing beyond. All his effort is 
therefore to escape judgment; but this he cannot, for God is 
holy and cannot pare down His law; and, on the other hand, no 
paring down will suffice to give man assurance before God. If 
sin be a matter of judgment with God, how can man appear 
before Him with it? The truth is, he is lost; but he will not face 
the truth. There was one thing, therefore, characteristic of 
Judaism, as there is one thing characteristic of Christianity. In 
Judaism it was characteristic that God was hidden; while the 
one thing characteristic of Christianity is, that God is revealed. 
"The Lord has said that He would dwell in thick darkness," 
says Solomon. "God is in the light," says the apostle. "No man 
hath seen God at any time: the Only-begotten Son, who is in 
the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him." "He that hath 
seen Me," says the Son Himself, "hath seen the Father." 
Judaism and Christianity are thus in essential contrast. The 
unrent veil, the way into the holiest not made manifest, God 
essentially unknown - that is Judaism; and the very names by 
which God is called show this: He is the Almighty, the Eternal, 
(perhaps the nearest interpretation of Jehovah,) the Highest. 
None of these names tell me His heart. The Almighty! How 
will He use His power? Eternity, Sovereignty-all these are not 
Himself. But the Son, His well-beloved, comes into the scene-
becomes a Man - to be near to man - and He reveals the Father.
There I know Himself. 

At the second giving of the law, when, together with law, 
God spoke of mercy, a gleam of the glory lighted up Moses’ 
face; still it was Jehovah only who appeared. And while it is 
true He declares Himself as "the Lord, the Lord God, merciful 
and gracious, long-suffering and abundant in goodness and 
truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression and sin," He has to add, (because it was still law, 
which the tables of stone, word for word, again contained,) 
"and that will by no means clear the guilty." But then, what 
hope for man, who surely is that? Although God could thus say,
as to the wicked man, as He does in Ezekiel, "When the wicked
man turneth away from his wickedness, and doeth that which is
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lawful and right, he shall save his soul alive," still the 
unrelaxed measure there is still law. Mercy might deal with his 
past sins and give him a new beginning, but the new leaf he 
turned over, could he keep it unblotted? Could he ever bring to 
God the unblotted leaf which He required? Alas, never; he 
never could save his soul. And the law in its mildest form only 
made man’s deep depravity the more apparent. It was what the 
apostle calls it, "the ministration of death," and the 
"ministration of condemnation." And therefore Moses, at the 
mount, still only saw God’s back parts, and not His face. 
Therefore, also, the unrent veil through all the days of Judaism 
still showed that "the way into the holiest was not yet made 
manifest." What was made manifest was but the uselessness of 
all man’s efforts to see God and live.

Now as to the essential characteristic of Christianity. 
First. It was not the modification of law: it did not come to 

make that still milder. On the contrary, the Christian revelation 
maintains the law in its utmost rigor. It is a Christian apostle 
who insists that "if a man keep the whole law, and yet offend in
one point, he is guilty of all" (James ii. 10). And it is another 
apostle who tells us that "as many as are of the works of the 
law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one 
that continueth not in all things which are written in the book 
of the law to do them"(Gal. iii. 10).

Christianity maintains, then, not abrogates, the righteous 
condemnation of all upon that ground - upon the ground of 
works of any kind, that is; for every point of man’s duty is 
covered by the law. Sentence has been given; the trial of man is
ended. He is "ungodly;" and more, he is "without strength" too.
Nothing in the way of goodness or righteousness can be 
expected from him. What, then, remains? Why, God can show 
out Himself. He could not do it as long as the trial was going 
on. Man would naturally have said, I have performed my part 
of the agreement; I have kept the covenant. Therefore God had 
to keep His face veiled to man continually. But as soon as there
was no doubt at all that man never could make his way in, 
never could stand before God at all, then, - at the time when 
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man’s sin had reached its height, when the Son of God hung 
dead upon the cross man had given Him, when the carnal mind 
had shown out thus its enmity against God in the completest 
way, - God’s own hand rent the veil from top to bottom; and by
that precious bloodshedding there was a way made to go in to 
God, and for God, on the other hand, to come out to meet man. 
Yes, a Man indeed found His way into the presence of God, 
and sat down there by virtue of His work; but it was the Man, 
God’s fellow (Zech. xiii. 7). And the way by which He entered 
was henceforth a way of access, consecrated and made safe for 
sinners by the virtue of His precious blood.

That is what characterizes Christianity. God has come in 
with His grace in a way independent of man’s works altogether.
There is no more any mixture allowed or possible. As the 
apostle says, "If it be of grace, it is no more of works: 
otherwise grace is no more grace" (Rom. xi. 6). There is 
nothing more emphatic than that: you cannot mix these two 
principles. The gospel of Christianity is grace. God is not 
requiring from man except that he receive what He offers. He 
is not asking for righteousness; He is "ministering" it. The 
sinners exposed and condemned by the law are by the gospel 
welcomed and set at rest. He who by law could not clear the 
guilty, by the work of His Son justifies the ungodly. It is God 
that justifieth. Because "Christ died for the ungodly," He 
"justifies the ungodly." We are able, then, by the blood of 
Christ, to go right into God’s presence and see Him face to 
face. And God who was behind the veil and "in thick 
darkness," is, as the apostle John says, "in the light." And that 
glory out of which we were once shut, becomes our permanent 
and peaceful home. But now mark, if that be the case, 
Christianity at once brings people into a distinct place of 
acceptance with God and relationship to Him, which Judaism 
never possibly could give. It brings out, as distinguished from 
the world, a people reconciled and at peace with God. "To as 
many as received Him, to them gave He right to become sons 
of God" (John i. 12, margin).

In Christianity you have thus the "calling out" of those who 
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are able to take their place as children of God. In Judaism there
was the mixing up, as people might say now, of the Church and
world together. There was no separation, and none possible. In 
Judaism men were yet being tried, and nobody could take his 
place as a child of God in the true sense, as born of Him. 
Nobody could call God in that sense his Father. The apostle 
tells us in the fourth of Galatians that the true children, though 
heirs, were in their time of nonage, "under tutors and governors
until the time appointed by the Father," and "differing nothing 
from servants, though lords of all." At school, with the 
schoolmaster, children say "sir," or "master," and not "father." 
So also in that condition they would say: "enter not into 
judgment with Thy servant, 0 Lord, for in Thy sight shall no 
man living be justified" (Ps. cxliii. 2).

True, God was a Father to Israel; but Israel was a nation in 
the flesh - a mingled company of sinners and saints together. 
There was, there could be, no marking out the one from the 
other. There was no assembly of saints distinct from sinners. 
The only calling out was of Israel from the Gentiles, the type 
only, and in some sense the very contrast, of the calling out of 
Christians from the world. Thus in Judaism there was complete
mingling. In Christianity there is now the separation of God’s 
children, who are exhorted distinctly to come out and be 
separate from unbelievers, in order really to enjoy their place 
as that (2 Cor. V1. 14-18). Judaism was not in this sense a 
"calling out," but a mere "synagogue - a "gathering together." 
There, in the eleventh chapter of the Gospel of John, where 
Caiaphas unconsciously prophesies that Christ should "die for 
that nation" (Israel), the apostle adds, "and not for that nation 
only, but also that He might gather together in one the children 
of God that were scattered abroad." That was one purpose of 
the death of Christ, that He might be able now to gather 
together in one the children of God scattered, in fact, by 
Judaism itself. The Church of God is the assembly of those 
who, no longer on trial, have the place already of God’s 
children, and, as baptized of the Spirit, Christ’s members; 
whose acceptance is ascertained and settled forever - of grace 
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and not of works, nor mingled with them. The bringing in of 
Judaism again into the Church was the bringing in of distance 
between man and God. It was putting back the veil which God 
had rent on the cross - putting God in the darkness again, and 
man still under trial, to find his way to meet God and stand 
before Him if he could. It was putting’ distance between God 
and man, of necessity, and covering the blessed face of God 
which He had revealed in Christ. Call it High Church or what 
you please, that is what it still is. Of necessity, therefore, it is 
the remingling of the Church and world together. Because, if 
they are on trial, nobody knows which is which, you cannot 
separate saint from sinner, all are together on trial; you cannot, 
then, separate the children of God from the children of the 
world.

Now, if you look around, that is what you will find exactly 
almost everywhere. The results of that awful change from 
assembly to synagogue are everywhere visible. In the epistle to
the Galatians we see what was coming into the Church in the 
apostle’s time; and you know how earnest he is about it: "I 
would they were even cut off," he says, and warns them, if any 
one came and brought a different gospel, (not another, for there
were not two,) he was to be "anathema," - accursed.24

In Grant's second lecture, “Nicolaitanism; or, The Rise and 
Growth of Clerisy”, Grant skillfully describes Nicolaitanism in a way 
that again clarifies the extreme difference between the dispensation of 
law and grace, i.e. the distinguishing marks of salvation by works vs 
salvation by grace. It is well worth examining that clarification given 
below: 

I was trying to show you last time what the characteristics of
Judaism are. It was a probationary system, a system of trial, in 
which it was to be seen if man could produce a righteousness 
for God. We know the end of the trial, and that God 
pronounced "none righteous; no, not one." And only then it was
that God could manifest His grace. As long as He was putting 

24 Ibid., Grant, pg 18-25.
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man under trial He could not possibly open the way to His own
presence and justify the sinner there. He had, as long as this 
trial went on, to shut him out. For on that ground nobody could
see God and live. Now, the very essence of Christianity is that 
all are welcomed in. There is an open door and ready access, 
where the blood of Christ entitles every one, however much a 
sinner, to draw near to God, and to find at His hand 
justification (of the) ungodly. To see God in Christ is not to die,
but live. And what further is the consequence of this? Those 
who have come thus to Him - those who have found the way of
access through the peace - speaking blood into His presence, 
learned what He is in Christ, and been justified before God - 
are able to take, and taught to take, a place distinct from all 
others, as now His - children of the Father, members of Christ, 
His body. That is the Church, a body called out, separate from 
the world.

Judaism, on the other hand, necessarily mixed all together. 
Nobody there can take such a place with God. Nobody can cry 
"Abba, Father," really; therefore there could not be any 
separation. This had been once a necessity, and of God, no 
doubt. But now, Judaism being set up again, after God had 
abolished it, it is no use to urge that it was once of Him; its 
setting up again was the too successful work of the enemy 
against this gospel and against this Church. He brands these 
Judaizers as the "synagogue of Satan."

Now you can understand at once, when the Church in its 
true character was practically lost sight of, when Church 
members meant people baptized by water instead of by the 
Holy Ghost, or when the baptism of water and of the Holy 
Ghost were reckoned one, (and this very early became accepted
doctrine,) then, of course, the Jewish synagogue was 
practically again set up. It became more and more impossible 
to speak of Christians being at peace with God or saved. They 
were hoping to be, and sacraments and ordinances became 
means of grace to ensure, as far as might be, a far-off salvation.

Let us see how far this would help on the doctrine of the 
Nicolaitans. It is plain that when, and as, the Church sank into 
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the synagogue, the Christian people became practically what of
old the Jewish had been. Now, what was that position? As I 
have said, there was no real drawing near to God at all. Even 
the high priest, who (as a type of Christ) entered into the 
holiest once a year, on the day of atonement, had to cover the 
mercy-seat with a cloud of incense, that he might not die. But 
the ordinary priests could not enter there at all, but only into 
the outer holy place; while the people in general could not 
come in even there. And this was expressly designed as a 
witness of their condition. It was the result of failure on their 
part; for God’s offer to them, which you may find in the 
nineteenth chapter of Exodus, was this: "Now, therefore, if ye 
will obey my voice in deed, and keep my covenant, ye shall be 
a peculiar treasure unto me above all people, for all the earth is 
mine, and ye shall be unto Me a kingdom of priests, and a holy 
nation."

They were thus conditionally offered equal nearness of 
access to God - they should be all priests. But this was 
rescinded, for they broke the covenant; and then a special 
family is put into the place of priests, the rest of the people 
being put into the background, and only able to draw near to 
God through these.

Thus a separate and intermediate priesthood characterized 
Judaism; and, for the same reason, what we should call now 
missionary work there was none. There was no going out to the
world in this way; no provision, no command to preach the law
at all. What, in fact, could they say? That God was in the thick 
darkness? That no one could see Him, and live? It is surely 
evident there was no "good news" there. Judaism had no true 
gospel. The absence of the evangelist and the presence of the 
intermediate priesthood told the same sorrowful story, and 
were in perfect keeping with each other.

Such was Judaism. How different, then, is Christianity! No 
sooner had the death of Christ rent the veil and opened a way 
of access into the presence of God than at once there was a 
gospel, and the new order is, "Go out into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature." God is making Himself 
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known, and "is He the God of the Jews only?" Can you confine
the gospel of Christ within the bounds of a nation? No, the 
fermentation of the new wine would burst the bottles.

The intermediate priesthood has, by the gospel, now been 
done away; for all Christian people are priests now to God. 
What was conditionally offered to Israel is now an 
accomplished fact in Christianity. We are a kingdom of priests; 
and in the wisdom of God it is Peter - ordained of man the 
great head of ritualism - who, in his first epistle, announces the 
two things which destroy ritualism root and branch for those 
who believe him. First, that we are "born again," not of 
baptism, but "by the word of God, that liveth and abideth 
forever; . . and this is the word which by the gospel is preached
unto you." Secondly, instead of a set of priests, he says to all 
Christians: "Ye also, as living stones, are built up a spiritual 
house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, 
acceptable to God by Jesus Christ" (ii. 5). The sacrifices are 
spiritual - praise and thanksgiving, and our lives and bodies 
also (Heb. xiii. i2, i6; Rom. xii. i). This is to be with us true 
priestly work, and thus do our lives get their proper character: 
they are the thank-offering service of those able to draw nigh to
God.

In Judaism, let me repeat, none really drew nigh; but now, 
the people - the laity (for it is only a Greek word made English)
- and that in a better way than the Jewish priest could. The 
priestly caste, wherever it is found, means the same thing. 
There is no drawing nigh of the whole body of the people at all.
It means distance from God, and darkness - God shut out from 
the people. Now, THAT is the meaning of "the Clergy." I want 
you to look at it very carefully. I want you not to think it a mere
question of a certain order of Church government - as people 
are very apt to do. I want you to see the important principles 
which are involved in this, and how really the Lord has cause, 
as He must have, to say of Nicolaitanism, "which I also hate." 
And my aim and object tonight is to try to make you hate it as 
God hates it. I am not speaking of people - God forbid. I am 
speaking of a thing. Our unhappiness is, that we are at the end 
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of a long series of departures from God, and as a consequence 
we grow up in the midst of many things which come down to 
us as "tradition of the elders," associated with names which we 
all revere and love, upon whose authority in reality we have 
accepted them, without ever having looked at them really in the
light of God’s presence. And there are many thus whom we 
gladly recognize as truly men of God, and servants of God, in a
false position. It is of that position I am speaking. I am 
speaking of a thing, as the Lord does -"which thing I hate." He 
does not say, "which people I hate." Although in those days evil
of this kind was not an inheritance as now, and the first 
propagators of it had, of course, a responsibility peculiarly their
own, self-deceived as they may have been; still, in this matter 
as in all others, we need not be ashamed or afraid to be where 
the Lord is. Nay, we cannot be with Him in this unless we are. 
And He says of Nicolaitanism, "which thing I hate."

Because, what does it mean? I will tell you in brief what the 
very idea of a clergy is. It means a spiritual caste, or class; a set
of people having officially a right to leadership in spiritual 
things; a nearness to God derived from official place, not 
spiritual power: in fact, the revival, under the names and with 
various modifications, of that very intermediate priesthood 
which distinguished Judaism, and which Christianity 
emphatically disclaims. That is what a clergy means; and in 
contradiction to these the rest of Christians are but the laity, the
seculars, necessarily put back into more or less of the old 
distance, which the cross of Christ has done away.

We see then why it needed that the Church should be 
Judaized before the deeds of the Nicolaitans could ripen into a 
"doctrine." The Lord even had authorized obedience to scribes 
and Pharisees sitting in Moses’ seat; and to make this text 
apply as people apply it now, Moses’ seat had, of course, to be 
set up in the Christian Church: this done, and the mass of 
Christians degraded from the priesthood Peter spoke of into 
mere "lay members," the doctrine of the Nicolaitans was at 
once established.25

25 Ibid., Grant, pg 32-37.
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Such a call by God, that a purveyor of any other gospel be 
accursed (Gal 1:8-9), needs to be fully explored in a soteriology 
volume. That is best done by examining the authentic and then 
contending with those who make so great salvation a works of man 
thing, a priestcraft thing, or an election of God thing. 
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Chapter 7 Soteriology Conclusion 

 How shall we escape, if we neglect so great 
salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the 
Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard 
him; God also bearing them witness, both with signs 
and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the 
Holy Ghost, according to his own will? Heb 2:3-426

Salvation is the miraculous rescue and restoration of a wholly lost 
estate. Man's broken relationship with his Creator is the wholly lost 
estate, and only the Lord Jesus Christ, who said I am the way the truth 
and the life, no man cometh to the father but by me (John 14:6), can 
rescue and restore that estate.  Indeed, how shall we escape, if we 
neglect so great salvation.  Neither is there salvation in any other: for 
there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we 
must be saved (Acts4:12). Salvation first began to be spoken by the 
Lord when he told Nicodemus That whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have eternal life (John 3:15). And it was confirmed 
unto us by the apostles, John concluding “And many other signs truly 
did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 
book: But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through 
his name” (John 20:30-31). And God bear them witness as recorded in
the Acts of the Apostles.  Truly for the student of God's Word, so great 
salvation is worthy of extended study and analysis. 

26 Holy Bible.
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In this section on soteriology, the doctrine of salvation, through 
the eyes of Dr. Cambron and his doctrine book  we have examined the 
doctrine of repentance and faith, the doctrine of  regeneration, 
justification, and sanctification and then the doctrine of adoption, 
redemption and prayer.  A solid doctrinal position is essential to a 
strong Biblical systematic theology. In chapter 3 we explored the 
alterations of modernist ecumenical bibles which alter, for ecumenical 
modernists, the Biblical doctrine of salvation. In chapter 4 an extensive
coverage of the error of Calvinism is delineated, drawn directly from 
Dr. Fielder's book, and in chapter 5 we cover how the instantaneous 
occurrence of five ingredients of genuine salvation, conversion, 
justification, quickening, indwelling,  and immersion into Christ, 
focuses a light on errors in many of the man made models for 
salvation. A critique of other systematic theology works then exposes 
some of the gross misunderstandings and miscommunications about so
great salvation.  Finally Calvinism's assertion that God chose souls for 
salvation and souls for hell fire before the foundation of the earth, and 
Arthur Pinks strong defense of such a philosophy is refuted.

 This marks a solid beginning for a good systematic study of 
soteriology, but it is only a beginning, soteriology being a major theme
of God's holy revealed Word. 
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Volume9 – A Systematic Theology's Ecclesiology.

Chapter 1 Ecclesiology Introduction

 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.  And Jesus answered and
said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh 
and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father 
which is in heaven. And I say also unto thee, That thou art 
Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church (1577 
εκκλησια ekklesia ek-klay-see’-ah); and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it.

 (Matthew 16:16-18)27

Ecclesiology is the doctrine of the ecclesia, translated to English 
as the church. The origin of the word church comes from the Greek 
word kuriakos, meaning "the Lord's house." The English definition 
was extended to some extent to make it capture the full concept of 
Christ's Ecclesia. It had to capture that the Ecclesia is "a called out and
assembled body of believers," i.e. believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Three integral parts of this basic definition need to be emphasized. The
church is "called out", it is "assembled", and it is "a body." The King 
James Bible consistently translates the Greek word 1577 εκκλησια 
ekklesia ek-klay-see’-ah “church” one-hundred-and-fifteen times, and 
appropriately translates it assembly three times in Acts 19:32, 39, 41.

The Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, Anglican, and Protestant 
theology and doctrine have all and always considered the church to be 
one united catholic, universal, entity. The error in the concept of a 
Holy Catholic Church, originated in The Holy Roman Catholic 
Church. After Protestants broke from their mother, The Holy Roman 
Catholic Church, there was consternation about this doctrine and many
devised a solution whereby the Holy Catholic Church was... invisible, 
but still Catholic. 

Baptists have historically held to the Biblical view that the church 
is a local, independent, autonomous body with no denominational 

27 The Holy Bible
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head, only Christ is head of the church. The corporate body of Christ 
being built and referenced in Matthew 16:18, is not a Holy Roman 
Catholic Church, nor a Holy Catholic Protestant Church, nor an 
invisible Catholic Church. It was seen in soteriology that a genuine 
born-again-saved individual is by the miraculous power of God, 
instantaneously converted, justified, quickened, indwelt, and baptized 
into Christ. In the latter of the simultaneous, instantaneous acts the 
individual is wholly immersed (baptized) into the corporate body of 
Christ and is made one with him. In this world that believer is called 
upon to be baptized and united with other believers in a local, 
independent, autonomous body called a church and continue in the 
apostles' doctrine and fellowship (Acts 2:40-41).  There is no unified, 
universal, catholic church with a visible or invisible, human or 
denominational head otherwise involved in this operation. 

That local church doctrine is espoused in this work, but before 
detailing it, and distinguishing it, it is important to understand the 
historical background of why Christendom went through the wide gate
and travels on the broad way of the Roman Catholic Church, its 
Covenant Theology, and its Replacement Theology. There needs to be, 
as it were, a precursor to ecclesiology, one wherein the promises that 
God made to Israel stand solidly and separatly apart from the church, 
and wherein the church age is recognized as a stand alone dispensation
with a distinct beginning and a dispensational ending.   That precursor 
is so essential it is part of this introduction to the doctrine of the 
church. 

Ecclesiology Precursor 

Before one can safely and successfully pursue a study of the   
local, autonomous, independent church there are three things that must
be nailed down in their belief system. These are essential to 
ecclesiology because Satan's major inroad into the church was 
threefold: 1) Rome's presuming that it would replace Israel as God's 
chosen people, 2) that the Holy Catholic Church would rule the world, 
and 3) that there would therefore be no need of a literal thousand year 
reign of Christ.  These lies permeate all Protestant and Reformed 
theology. Careful attention must be given to these three lies before full 
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understanding can be given to ecclesiology.  
 

God Shall Fulfill Promises Made To Israel
First understand that God will fulfill the promises that he made to 

Israel. 
“Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, 

and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his 
heritage? he retaineth not his anger for ever, because he 
delighteth in mercy. He will turn again, he will have 
compassion upon us; he will subdue our iniquities; and 
thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea. Thou
wilt perform the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to 
Abraham, which thou hast sworn unto our fathers from the
days of old.” (Micah 7:18-20)

God made some substantial promises about, and to, the twelve 
tribes of Israel. Promises about inheriting the promised land, about 
being regathered into the promised land, about dwelling in peace and 
prosperity in the promised land, and about all nations coming to them 
to seek after the LORD their God. Christendom has tried to spiritualize
and steal these promises, to allegorize away the nation of Israel, and to
detract from the holiness of God's holy land. What God promises God 
completely delivers. 

Messiah Shall Reign From Zion
Secondly, God promised that his Messiah, the anointed one, the 

Christ, would rule and reign over the nations of this world from the 
throne of David set in his Holy Hill of Zion. One must insist that this 
promise be completely and literally fulfilled in a period of time here on
this earth. It must fit in before the new heaven and new earth of 
Revelation 21, and it must fit in before the great white throne 
judgment of Revelation 20. This is an essential key to understanding 
any doctrine of last things, eschatology, and in comprehending that the
dispensation of grace, i.e. the church age, will come to an end as God's
focus turns to the restoration of Israel. The Roman Catholic Church's 
ecclesiology thoroughly muddied the water and Christendom, in 
whole, cannot and never has seen the truth. 
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All Roman, Eastern Orthodox, Anglican and Protestant (i.e. 
Presbyterian, Reformed, Episcopalian, Methodist, Pentecostal, and all 
their splinter groups) theology and doctrine has missed these two 
critical understandings; 1) God will literally fulfill the promises he 
made to Israel, and 2) God will literally establish his Messiah on the 
throne of David in his Holy Hill of Zion. There, from Zion, the Lord 
Jesus Christ will rule all the nations of the world while Israel is 
restored in his promised land. Without these two truths firmly 
embedded and believed one cannot have “an ear to hear” the 
Revelation of Jesus Christ, i.e. “He that hath an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit saith unto the churches” (Rev 2:7 – to the angel of the 
church of Ephesus); “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
saith unto the churches” (2:11 – to the angel of the church in Smyrna); 
“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches” (2:17 – to the angel of the church in Pergamos); “He that 
hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches” (2:29
– to the angel of the church in Thyatira); “He that hath an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches” (3:6 – to the angel of the 
church in Sardis);  “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
saith unto the churches” (3:13 – to the angel of the church in 
Philadelphia); “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith 
unto the churches” (3:22 – to the angel of the church of the 
Laodiceans).28  

28 There are some things to be noted in this seven-fold repetition of the “ear to hear”
verses. 1) The written message goes to individual, independent, autonomous, 
local churches, not to a Catholic (universal) Church that might want to control its 
“denominations.” 2) The written message goes to “the angel of the church” not to
the congregation directly. This angel, messenger, elder, bishop, pastor is singular 
with one (singular) assigned to each independent, autonomous, local church. 
Sheep need to be fed and in God's economy each local congregation has one 
Elder (presbyter), Bishop (overseer), Pastor (shepherd) assigned to “feed my 
sheep.” 3) the message is word-for-word identical for all seven churches, but not, 
again, addressed to any Catholic Church. This sets a premise that God has, and 
God recognizes, no Catholic Church, and no “denomination” of churches; God 
only establishes and speaks to local, independent, autonomous churches. 4) Each 
individual message to each individual church is what the Spirit is saying “to the 
churches.” It is not to the Roman Church, nor is it to any Catholic Church or 
denominational head.  It is to the churches, which logically extend to all local 
churches of all ages. The seven messages to seven churches parallel the 2,000 
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Roman Catholic Saint Origen Was Wrong
Third and lastly, before one can safely and successfully pursue a 

study in eschatology or ecclesiology they need to understand what the 
allegorical method of Bible interpretation is, where it comes from, and 
why they must totally abandon it and its premises. To those with a 
Roman Catholic background and to those grounded in a 
Protestant/Reformed background, this will be a reproof. A correction, 
as called out in 2Timothy 3:16, is a turning which brings on back on a 
proper course, but a reproof in that same scripture means going all the 
way back to the drawing board and starting over. Those who learned to

years of church history that has unfolded. The message to Ephesus marks the 
beginning of the church age, and the messages to the Laodiceans marks the end 
of the church age. The parallel fit, all the way through these 2,000 years, is 
noticeable and not just a coincidence, as Romans and Protestants pretend. 5) 
There are seven repetitions and seven is a Bible number of completeness. This 
completeness further solidifies the previous assertions refuting the catholicness of
any church.  6) Ear is singular here. In each of Christ's parable exclamations he 
declares this using plural “whosoever hath ears to hear...” but in each use in 
Revelation “ear” is singular, “an ear to hear.” It could be an indication of a half-
hearted listener and a stronger emphasis to pay the more diligent attention. i.e. 
even if you only have one ear engaged in this revelation, pay all the more earnest 
heed. 7) The first and last church messages address the church “of” Ephesus, and 
the church “of the” Laodiceans, the other five messages address the church “in” 
Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, and Philadelphia. There is significance to 
this; things that are different are not the same. A church “in” Philadelphia differs 
from a church “of” Ephesus. Belief in verbal inspiration makes it so. I will not 
here codify that difference except to say that I pastor a Baptist church in Dresden 
which is not the church of Dresden. Notice in the article and title that there is also
a difference in “of Ephesus” and “of the Laodiceans.” Ephesus was a church of 
Christ, while the Laodicean one was a church of the Laodiceans.  Also consider 
that the Greek construct for the church of/in Smyrna follows similar to that of the
church of the Laodiceans, without the word “in” (also lacking the article and 
articulation of Smyrnians). I am not sure why the fifty-seven expert linguists who
took seven years  to translate the Authorized Version put it down as the church  
“in” Smyrna, instead of the church “of” Smyrna, but seeing I only took one year 
of Greek and only passed with a C, I will trust them in their decision. When 
analyzing a verbally inspired, infallible, inerrant Bible one cannot read to much 
into little word variations like these. All Roman, Eastern Orthodox, Anglican and 
Protestant theologies hold to a catholic church and denominational controls. 
Which denomination is right? None. 
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rely on allegorical methods of Bible interpretation must go all the way 
back to the drawing board on this issue. 

In the Bibliology section of this work, under the chapter Biblical 
Hermeneutics, the allegorical method has been quite thoroughly 
exposed and refuted. Its most detrimental and obvious defect is found 
in eschatology and ecclesiology, but its leaven is present in each Bible 
doctrine considered in this systematic work. The allegorical method of 
Bible interpretation is the primary force behind the rejection of the 
first two points of this thesis, that Israel has a promising, and 
promised, future, and that Christ will rule from the throne of David, 
situate in God's Holy Hill of Zion. 

Origen of Alexandria Egypt (AD 182-254) carefully followed his 
mentor Clement of Alexandria Egypt (AD 150-215) who had 
concluded that after the AD 70 fall of Jerusalem, and the systematic 
annihilation of every Jew in the land, God could never put Israel back 
together again. It was impossible. In his effort to help God out of such 
an embarrassing situation Origen of Alexandria Egypt began tinkering 
around with his Bible. He was genius and effective. He became known
as “The Father of Biblical Criticism”, “The Father of the Allegorical 
Method”, and ergo “The Father of Roman Catholicism.”  

Origen Adamantius determined that he would spiritualize all the 
promises made to and about Israel and apply them to the church. Three
things were necessary for such a monumental task. First, the Bible had 
to be extensively picked at so that what was plainly written was not 
necessarily what was actually meant: thus Origen's title as a “Bible 
Critic” doing “Biblical Criticism.” Next a revolutionary new way of 
doing Bible interpretation needed to be formalized. But God had made 
extensive, all encompassing, and eternal promises to the seed of 
Abraham, to the twelve tribes of Israel, and to King David and his 
seed. How could all these literal promises be wholly discarded or 
refocused to the church?

In Origen's allegorical method of Biblical interpretation, 
“Scripture is NOT to be interpreted according to normal 
communication rules”, “Scripture, he supposed in the 2nd century after 
Christ, has many meanings, a literal sense, a moral-ethical sense, and a
spiritual-allegorical-mystical sense”, and Bible words, even certain 
letters, have SECRET significance only to be deciphered by those who
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have an inside knowledge. Ergo the Bible had many meanings and 
none can be certain.29 Commoners, reading the Bible, presuming that it
follows normal communication rules, were, and are, a threat to 
Origen's allegorical method. These commoners, or “lay-people”,  must 
be dealt with... we, “the clergy”, as Origen supposed, and subsequent 
denominational heads thinking themselves to be “the clergy” 
supposed,  must stop them from reading the Bible. This clarifies a 
thousand-years of Bible burning, translator burning, and Bible 
revision-mongering. 

The third thing Origen needed to do in order to remove Israel 
from God's agenda and apply all their promises to the church, was to 
make the church catholic. Israel was one nation and was promised 
world domination, and thus the church needed to be one, universal, 
catholic entity headed for world domination. Israel was lined up to rule
all the nations of the world from Jerusalem, and thus the Catholic 
Church had to be staged in order to take over that promise.... Staged to 
rule the world from Rome, labeled “Mystery Babylon” by the Roman 
Catholic Church herself.  

To understand eschatology, yeah to understand ecclesiology, one 
must disavow all the effects brought on by the Father of Biblical 
Criticism, the Father of the Allegorical Method, and the Father of the 
Catholic Church. Clearly God says what he means and means what he 
says, and the allegorical method of Biblical interpretation needs to be 
completely discarded, it has evil roots.  Christ will sit on the throne of 
David in God's Holy Hill of Zion and rule all the nations of the world, 
the Catholic Church will not, Israel will inherit and dwell in the entire 
promised land, the Catholic Church will not. 

Only when one grasps this systematic understanding of God's 
ongoing relationship with his chosen nation, Israel, can they see that 
the church is a parenthesis in his dealings with the nations of this 
world and the restoration of his chosen nation. Roman Catholic, 
Eastern Orthodox, Anglican, Protestant, Reformed, Methodist, and 
Pentecostal theology and doctrine is grossly handicapped when it 
comes to ecclesiology and eschatology. They have been so 
handicapped since their founding. The source of that handicap is their 

29 Edward Rice, “Systematic Theology for the 21st Century – Bibliology,” Chapter 
13 Hermeneutics, 2018, pg 485.
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rejection of Israel as God's chosen people.

The LORD God's Promises To Israel Are Literal
Examine if you would, God's assurances that he will literally and 

completely fulfill his promises about Israel and about King David's 
throne. Israel will be restored and that restoration is larger than the 
restoration after their 70 year Babylonian captivity (586 –  516 BC):

But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the
house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will 
put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their 
hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people.
And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, 
and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for 
they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the 
greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their 
iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more. 

Thus saith the LORD, which giveth the sun for a light 
by day, and the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for
a light by night, which divideth the sea when the waves 
thereof roar; The LORD of hosts is his name:  If those 
ordinances depart from before me, saith the LORD, then 
the seed of Israel also shall cease from being a nation 
before me for ever.  Thus saith the LORD; If heaven above 
can be measured, and the foundations of the earth 
searched out beneath, I will also cast off all the seed of 
Israel for all that they have done, saith the LORD. 38 
Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that the city shall 
be built to the LORD from the tower of Hananeel unto the 
gate of the corner.  And the measuring line shall yet go 
forth over against it upon the hill Gareb, and shall 
compass about to Goath.  And the whole valley of the dead
bodies, and of the ashes, and all the fields unto the brook 
of Kidron, unto the corner of the horse gate toward the 
east, shall be holy unto the LORD; it shall not be plucked 
up, nor thrown down any more for ever. (Jeremiah 31:33-
40)
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God's covenant with Israel is an everlasting covenant:

Behold, I will gather them out of all countries, 
whither I have driven them in mine anger, and in my fury, 
and in great wrath; and I will bring them again unto this 
place, and I will cause them to dwell safely:  And they 
shall be my people, and I will be their God:  And I will 
give them one heart, and one way, that they may fear me 
for ever, for the good of them, and of their children after 
them:  And I will make an everlasting covenant with them, 
that I will not turn away from them, to do them good; but I
will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart 
from me.   Yea, I will rejoice over them to do them good, 
and I will plant them in this land assuredly with my whole 
heart and with my whole soul.   For thus saith the LORD; 
Like as I have brought all this great evil upon this people, 
so will I bring upon them all the good that I have promised
them. (Jeremiah 32:37-42)

God's covenant with David is everlasting:

Thus saith the LORD; If ye can break my covenant of 
the day, and my covenant of the night, and that there 
should not be day and night in their season;  Then may 
also my covenant be broken with David my servant, that 
he should not have a son to reign upon his throne; and 
with the Levites the priests, my ministers.  As the host of 
heaven cannot be numbered, neither the sand of the sea 
measured: so will I multiply the seed of David my servant, 
and the Levites that minister unto me.  (Jeremiah 33:20-
22)

The promises are as sure as night and day:

Considerest thou not what this people have spoken, 
saying, The two families which the LORD hath chosen, he 
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hath even cast them off? thus they have despised my 
people, that they should be no more a nation before them.  
Thus saith the LORD; If my covenant be not with day and 
night, and if I have not appointed the ordinances of heaven
and earth;  Then will I cast away the seed of Jacob, and 
David my servant, so that I will not take any of his seed to 
be rulers over the seed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob: for 
I will cause their captivity to return, and have mercy on 
them. (Jeremiah 33:24-26)

God is married to Israel (as Christ is to be married to the church) 
and will never abandon her:

Sing, O barren, thou that didst not bear; break forth 
into singing, and cry aloud, thou that didst not travail with
child: for more are the children of the desolate than the 
children of the married wife, saith the LORD.... For thy 
Maker is thine husband; the LORD of hosts is his name; 
and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel; The God of the 
whole earth shall he be called.  For the LORD hath called 
thee as a woman forsaken and grieved in spirit, and a wife
of youth, when thou wast refused, saith thy God. For a 
small moment have I forsaken thee; but with great mercies
will I gather thee. In a little wrath I hid my face from thee 
for a moment; but with everlasting kindness will I have 
mercy on thee, saith the LORD thy Redeemer.  For this is 
as the waters of Noah unto me: for as I have sworn that 
the waters of Noah should no more go over the earth; so 
have I sworn that I would not be wroth with thee, nor 
rebuke thee.  For the mountains shall depart, and the hills 
be removed; but my kindness shall not depart from thee, 
neither shall the covenant of my peace be removed, saith 
the LORD that hath mercy on thee. (Isaiah 54:1,5-10)

God is married to the Land, Beulah land, and will not forsake her:

For Zion’s sake will I not hold my peace, and for 
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Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until the righteousness 
thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as
a lamp that burneth. And the Gentiles shall see thy 
righteousness, and all kings thy glory: and thou shalt be 
called by a new name, which the mouth of the LORD shall 
name. Thou shalt also be a crown of glory in the hand of 
the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God.  
Thou shalt no more be termed Forsaken; neither shall thy 
land any more be termed Desolate: but thou shalt be 
called Hephzibah, and thy land Beulah: for the LORD 
delighteth in thee, and thy land shall be married.  For as a
young man marrieth a virgin, so shall thy sons marry thee:
and as the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall 
thy God rejoice over thee. (Isaiah 62:1-5)

These verses assure us that God means what he says and says 
what he means when it comes to Israel. Origen of Alexandria Egypt, 
the Father of Bible Criticism, the Father of the Allegorical Method of 
Bible interpretation, and the Father of the Catholic Church, opened 
three doors of apostasy and the majority of “Christendom” has entered 
his wide gate and walked his broad way. A Bible believer must know 
where that path leads, get clear of it, and give it wide berth if he will 
understand the doctrine of Christ's church, ecclesiology, and the 
Revelation of Jesus Christ as it pertains to the doctrine of last things, 
eschatology. 

In an exceptional book “Holy Ground, the True History of the 
State of Israel”, Dr. William P. Grady details an extraordinary and  
miraculous history with his King James Bible wide open. In its 900 
pages he thoroughly exposes and reprimands Replacement Theology, 
taking careful aim at Fundamental Baptists that get drawn into its 
pernicious ways. Therein Dr. Grady expertly expounds Romans 11 
which begins with the Apostle's question, “I say then, Hath God cast 
away his people?”  The Apostle Paul then answers the question, “God 
forbid!” and goes on to present Godly, eternal truths about Israel. Dr. 
Grady's expose' of this section is worth every investment of reading his
whole book. Israel is chosen of God, blessed of God, going to be saved
as it is written,  and “As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for 
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your sakes”... Such a conundrum is explained by Dr. Grady with a 
clarity that only a seasoned preacher, teacher, pastor, professor of the 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ could muster.

Also note that our hymnals, as written by Protestants with this 
Replacement Theology and Covenant Theology in their mind, are also 
riddled with this leaven of error. It is not necessary to discard such 
hymns, i.e. “Joy to the World” by Isaac Watts, but be cognizant of their
misgivings about the Catholic Church, and the 2nd Coming of Christ.  
May God richly bless your studies as you keep yourself pure from 
these errors as a student of God's Holy Word. 

The Effect of This Precursor

Seeing that these truths are self evident it is obvious that Christ 
the Redeemer of mankind is to become Christ the Redeemer of Israel.  
That necessitates an upcoming change of venue. The Church of Jesus 
Christ is a parenthesis in God's dealings with Israel and that 
parenthesis will close. We, standing inside of this parenthesis, see 
God's grace and mercy extended to the Gentiles. But Christendom, via 
its Roman Catholic mother and guide, inflame with ego to suppose we 
Gentiles are the main thing in God's plan, to suppose we Gentiles are 
the new Elect of God, to suppose we Gentiles are the replacement of 
Israel, and that there will be no close to Gentile preeminence, that 
there will be no rapture of the church and no millennial reign of Christ 
from the throne of David. In short, Christendom, following its Roman 
Catholic mother, is wrong about Israel, wrong about Catholicness and 
the permanence of a Catholic Church, wrong about ecclesiology and 
wrong about eschatology. 

Finding the close of this parenthesis, the church age, the 
dispensation of grace,  is easy when one is looking for it. 
Understanding that this period of time, wherein Israel is temporarily 
set aside, will end, open's a door to understanding the dispensational 
teachings of Scripture, and dispensational teachings of Scripture opens
the door to good ecclesiology and eschatology. 

It should be noted here that visionaries who rebelled against 
Roman-Presbyterian teachings of Calvinism's election and end time 
teachings, but held on to the misgivings about Israel have started the 
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cults. Joseph Smith, 1830s founder of LDS, Ellen White, 1860s 
founder of SDA, Charles Taze Russel 1870s founder of JWs, Mary 
Baker Glover Eddy, 1880s founder of Christian Science, Robert 
Ingersol, 1890s founder of Atheism in America (Robert was born to his
father, a Presbyterian pastor, in Dresden, NY, the town where I today 
pastor Good Samaritan Baptist Church across the street from a 
shrine/museum for Robert Ingersol), and even Harold Camping whose 
2005 founding evaporated after his eschatology predictions proved 
false, all these fit this description, they rebelled against Roman-
Presbyterian Christendom but could not comprehend 
dispensationalism nor God's enduring love for Israel. 

Grasp this concept and grasp a good ecclesiology, and a good 
eschatology. Miss this concept and flounder around in Covenant 
theology, Replacement Theology, Orthodox blunder and Calvinist 
election. Be a good student of the Holy Bible here, and comprehend a 
little bit of history; especially the ugly history of Bible criticism, the 
allegorical method, and the catholic church. 

Ecclesiology Conclusion
And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the 

Son of the living God.  And Jesus answered and said unto him, 
Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not 
revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. And I 
say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will 
build my church (1577 εκκλησια ekklesia ek-klay-see’-ah); and 
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. (Matthew 16:16-
18)1

Ecclesiology is the doctrine of the ecclesia, translated to English 
as the Church. The origin of the word Church comes from the Greek 
word kuriakos, meaning "the Lord's house." The English definition 
was extended to some extent to make it capture the full concept of 
Christ's Ecclesia. It had to capture that the Ecclesia is "a called out and
assembled body of believers," i.e. believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Three integral parts of this basic definition need to be emphasized. The
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Church is "called out", it is "assembled", and it is "a body." The King 
James Bible consistently translates the Greek word 1577 εκκλησια 
ekklesia ek-klay-see’-ah “church” one-hundred-and-fifteen times, and 
appropriately translates it assembly three times in Acts 19:32, 39, 41.

The Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, Anglican, and Protestant 
theology and doctrine have all and always considered the church to be 
one united catholic, universal, entity, The Holy Catholic Church, 
originated in The Holy Roman Catholic Church. After Protestants 
broke from their mother, The Holy Roman Catholic Church there was 
consternation about this doctrine and many devised a solution whereby
the Holy Catholic Church was... invisible, but still Catholic. 

Baptists have historically held to the Biblical view that the church 
is a local, independent, autonomous body with no denominational 
head, only Christ is head of the church. The corporate body of Christ 
being built and referenced in Matthew 16:18, is not a Holy Roman 
Catholic Church, nor a Holy Catholic Protestant Church, nor an 
invisible Catholic Church. It was seen in soteriology that a genuine 
born-again-saved individual is by the miraculous power of God, 
instantaneously converted, justified, quickened, indwelt, and baptized 
into Christ. In the latter of the simultaneous, instantaneous acts the 
individual is wholly immersed (baptized) into the corporate body of 
Christ and is made one with him. In this world that believer is called 
upon to be baptized and united with other believers in a local, 
independent, autonomous body called a church and continue in the 
apostles' doctrine and fellowship (Acts 2:40-41).  There is no unified, 
universal, catholic church with a visible or invisible, human or 
denominational head otherwise involved in this operation. 

That local church doctrine is espoused in this work, but before 
detailing it, and distinguishing it, it is important to understand the 
historical background of why Christendom went through the wide gate
and travels on the broad way of the Roman Catholic Church, its 
Covenant Theology and its Replacement Theology.

Without understanding the errors of Covenant Theology, and 
grasping the truths of Biblical Dispensationalism, it is quite impossible
to comprehend Biblical ecclesilogy. The church of the Lord Jesus 
Christ has a beginning and founding in the Lord Jesus Christ, and an 
ending that is pending in its rapture before the second coming of the 
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Lord Jesus Christ. Grant and Ironside both give superb exposition of 
Jesus' prophetic history of the church given in Revelation 2-3, and that 
stands in stark contrast to any Roman Catholic Church history.   

Satan in The Holy Roman Catholic Church has formed and guided
hallmarks of error that assault Biblical ecclesiology. The church of our 
Lord Jesus Christ is not "Holy Roman", "Wholly Roman" nor 
"Catholic", united under an infallible human Pope. When Protestants 
crawled out from under their Roman Pope they kept Satan's leaven that
the church is still catholic. Reformed theologians knocked heads about
how a denominationally splintered yet universally united catholic 
church could still exist and devised a ludicrous position that the united 
catholic church is now invisible, but still united, and still catholic. 
They supposed, in their bitter denominational struggles, that there is a 
visible church where we attend and fight with other denominations, 
and an invisible church wherein we are all united as one in catholic 
union and harmony.  Yeah, invisible. Balderdash in every whit. 

The church of our Lord Jesus Christ is not catholic, in whole or in 
part. There is coming a day when Christ will call out and assemble his 
church, it will, on that day, be his bride, but until then saints need to 
leave off with the Holy Roman Catholic Church's teachings that the 
church is catholic. 

Next the Holy Roman Catholic deceiver came up with his scheme 
of Replacement Theology wherein the Catholic Church replaces God's 
chosen people Israel and the Holy Roman Catholic Church becomes 
the new “elect of God” chosen before the foundation of the world. The
doctrine is that they, the Roman Catholic Church and not Israel, will 
dominate the whole world in the last days, and that they, and not Israel,
will rule the world and reign with Christ for a completely figurative, 
completely allegorical thousand-years. This, they suppose, covers what
is  mentioned in the very suspect rantings of the apocalyptic allegorical
Book of Revelation. They invented the allegorical method of 
hermeneutics and took Bible-criticism to an art form, to bolster such 
balderdash. Protestants were offended by the Roman Church's sale of 
indulgences, but as they left it they were carrying boat loads of their 
Replacement Theology, and a despise for God's real chosen people, 
Israel. 

With the catholic church being the replacement of Israel as the 
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new “Elect of God” comes a concept that the Catholic Church has 
always existed, and did not start with Christ, but with their teachings 
of Covenant Theology. All Protestants and particularly John Calvin's 
Presbyters, Institutes, and Reformed Theologies are sullied by a 
Catholic Church holding to a Replacement Theology, and an ever 
existent church in their Covenant Theology. John Calvin's errant 
teachings on a God who chose and elected some souls for heaven and 
the rest for an eternity in hell is only one ugly part of his whole 
maligned package where a Holy Catholic Church replaces Israel in a 
Covenant Theology. 

The culmination of these three hallmarks of error in ecclesiology 
is the forth where they hold a complete and vehement denial of the 
dispensational teachings of the Holy Bible. To suppose that the church 
age will come to a close and God will again take up his dealings with 
his chosen people Israel, and initiate a millennial reign from his Holy 
Hill of Zion is completely contrary to all Catholic Church teachings 
and all of “Orthodox Christianity.”  

No previous systematic theology has completely stepped out of 
these errors, nor exposed them for what they are. The vast majority of 
Christendom is in lock step with these error. This Systematic Theology
for the 21st Century Volume 09 – Ecclesiology, is unique in its effort to
expose “The Emperor With No Clothes.”  … 
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Chapter 9 Ecclesiology Conclusion

And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God.  And Jesus answered and said unto him, 
Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not 
revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. And I 
say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will 
build my church (1577 εκκλησια ekklesia ek-klay-see’-ah); and 
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. (Matthew 16:16-
18)1

Ecclesiology is the doctrine of the ecclesia, translated to English 
as the church. The origin of the word church comes from the Greek 
word kuriakos, meaning "the Lord's house." The English definition 
was extended to some extent to make it capture the full concept of 
Christ's Ecclesia. It had to capture that the Ecclesia is "a called out and
assembled body of believers," i.e. believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Three integral parts of this basic definition need to be emphasized. The
church is "called out", it is "assembled", and it is "a body."30 The King 
James Bible consistently translates the Greek word 1577 εκκλησια 
ekklesia ek-klay-see’-ah “church” one-hundred-and-fifteen times, and 
appropriately translates it assembly three times in Acts 19:32, 39, 41.

The Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, Anglican, and Protestant 
theology and doctrine have all and always considered the church to be 
one united catholic, universal, entity, The Holy Catholic Church, 
originated in The Holy Roman Catholic Church. After Protestants 
broke from their mother, The Holy Roman Catholic Church, there was 
consternation about this doctrine and many devised a solution whereby
the Holy Catholic Church was... invisible, but still Catholic. 

Baptists have historically held to the Biblical view that the church 
is a local, independent, autonomous body with no denominational 
head, only Christ is head of the church. The corporate body of Christ 
being built and referenced in Matthew 16:18, is not a Holy Roman 
Catholic Church, nor a Holy Catholic Protestant Church, nor an 
invisible Catholic Church. It was seen in soteriology that a genuine 

30  Rather than distinguish these three attributes separately some theologians, i.e. 
Ryrie and Bancroft, call it “called together” rather than “called out.” Such 
semantics are accurate and may be, at times, more helpful.
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born-again-saved individual is by the miraculous power of God, 
instantaneously converted, justified, quickened, indwelt, and baptized 
into Christ. In the latter of the simultaneous, instantaneous acts the 
individual is wholly immersed (baptized) into the corporate body of 
Christ and is made one with him. In this world that believer is called 
upon to be baptized and united with other believers in a local, 
independent, autonomous body called a church and continue in the 
apostles' doctrine and fellowship (Acts 2:40-41).  There is no unified, 
universal, catholic church with a visible or invisible, human or 
denominational head otherwise involved in this operation. 

That local church doctrine is espoused in this work, but before 
detailing it, and distinguishing it, it is important to understand the 
historical background of why Christendom went through the wide gate
and travels on the broad way of the Roman Catholic Church, its 
Covenant Theology and its Replacement Theology.

Without understanding the errors of Covenant Theology, and 
grasping the truths of Biblical Dispensationalism, it is quite impossible
to comprehend Biblical ecclesilogy. The church of the Lord Jesus 
Christ has a beginning and founding in the Lord Jesus Christ, and an 
ending that is pending in its rapture before the second coming of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Grant and Ironside both give superb exposition of 
Jesus' prophetic history of the church given in Revelation 2-3, and that 
stands in stark contrast to any Roman Catholic Church history. 

The perpetuity of Christ's church, and consequently of Baptists, is 
clearly presented by both Shakelford, in his “Compendium of Baptist 
History”, and by J. Newton Brown's “Memorials of Baptist Martyrs – 
Preliminary Historical Essay” given in Chapter 4 of this volume. True 
church history is thereby set in stark contrast to Roman Church history.
Also with a Biblical dispensational understanding of the Bible comes a
church age with a distinct beginning and a distinct ending. Hyper-
Dispensationalist seem to understand the distinct ending but 
completely muck up the distinct beginning. Their idea that Paul started
a Gentile Church distinct and separate from a “Jewish Church” is 
foreign to scripture and dangerous to a Bible student seeking Bible 
truth. No one ever became a Hyper-Dispensationalist by reading the 
Bible. No one every became a Calvinist by reading the Bible. No one 
ever became a Roman Catholic by reading the Bible. So so LDS, JW, 
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SDA, et al. Hyper-Dispensationalist ideas are refuted in chapter 6 of 
this volume.    

Satan in The Holy Roman Catholic Church has formed and guided
hallmarks of error that assault Biblical ecclesiology. The church of our 
Lord Jesus Christ is not "Holy Roman", "Wholly Roman" nor 
"Catholic", united under an infallible human Pope. When Protestants 
crawled out from under their Roman Pope they kept Satan's leaven that
the church is still catholic. Reformed theologians knocked heads about
how a denominationally splintered yet universally united catholic 
church could still exist and devised a ludicrous position that the united 
catholic church is now invisible, but still united, and still catholic. 
They supposed, in their bitter denominational struggles, that there is a 
visible church where we attend and fight with other denominations, 
and an invisible church wherein we are all united as one in catholic 
union and harmony.  Yeah, invisible. Balderdash in every whit. 

The church of our Lord Jesus Christ is not catholic, in whole or in 
part. There is coming a day when Christ will call out and assemble his 
church, it will, on that day, be his bride, but until then saints need to 
leave off with the Holy Roman Catholic Church's teachings that the 
church is catholic. 

Next the Holy Roman Catholic deceiver came up with his scheme 
of Replacement Theology wherein the Catholic Church replaces God's 
chosen people Israel and the Holy Roman Catholic Church becomes 
the new “elect of God” chosen before the foundation of the world. The
doctrine is that they, the Roman Catholic Church and not Israel, will 
dominate the whole world in the last days, and that they, and not Israel,
will rule the world and reign with Christ for a completely figurative, 
completely allegorical thousand-years. This, they suppose, covers what
is  mentioned in the very suspect rantings of the apocalyptic allegorical
Book of Revelation. They invented the allegorical method of 
hermeneutics and took Bible-criticism to an art form, to bolster such 
balderdash. Protestants were offended by the Roman Church's sale of 
indulgences, but as they left it they were carrying boat loads of their 
Replacement Theology, and a despise for God's real chosen people, 
Israel. 

With the catholic church being the replacement of Israel as the 
new “Elect of God” comes a concept that the Catholic Church has 
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always existed, and did not start with Christ, but with their teachings 
of Covenant Theology. All Protestants and particularly John Calvin's 
Presbyters, Institutes, and Reformed Theologies are sullied by a 
Catholic Church holding to a Replacement Theology, and an ever 
existent church in their Covenant Theology. John Calvin's errant 
teachings on a God who chose and elected some souls for heaven and 
the rest for an eternity in hell is only one ugly part of his whole 
maligned package where a Holy Catholic Church replaces Israel in a 
Covenant Theology. 

The culmination of these three hallmarks of error in ecclesiology 
is the forth where they hold a complete and vehement denial of the 
dispensational teachings of the Holy Bible. To suppose that the church 
age will come to a close and God will again take up his dealings with 
his chosen people Israel, and initiate a millennial reign from his Holy 
Hill of Zion is completely contrary to all Catholic Church teachings 
and all of “Orthodox Christianity.”  

No previous systematic theology has completely stepped out of 
these errors, nor exposed them for what they are. The vast majority of 
Christendom is in lock step with these error. This Systematic Theology
for the 21st Century Volume 09 – Ecclesiology, is unique in its effort to
expose “The Emperor With No Clothes.” 
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Volume 10 – A Systematic Theology's Angelology.

This endeavor is to mark out the Systematic Theology for the 21st 
century and the Angelology (The Doctrine of Angels) section contains 
the following contents:

Angelology Table of Contents

A Systematic Theology for the 21st Century – Vol 10 Angelology 1
Vol 10 Angelology 1
Chapter 1 Angelology Introduction 1

The Word Study for  Angel 3
The Genesis of Angels 5
Scofield's Angelology Summary 8

Chapter 2 Dr. Cambron's Angelology- The Doctrine of Angels 11
I. Definition 12
II. Description 14
III. Delineation 19
IV. Satan 24

Chapter 3 Cherubims, Seraphims, and Watchers. 31
Cherubims 31
Seraphims 36
Cherubim and Seraphim in Symbol 37
Watchers 42

Chapter 4 Angels, Nephilims and Half-Breed Mongrels. 45
A Proper Rendering of Genesis Chapter 6 47
False Teachers Say Nephilims Caused the Flood 51
Its the Depravity of Man NOT Depravity of Angels! 53
Dr. Cambron's Condoning of the Genesis 6 Misinterpretation. 54

He Speculates Their Sin 55
He Speculates Their Identity 55
He Speculates An Interpretation 56
He Speculates No Problems 56
He Speculates Giants, Nephilims 57
He Speculates Their Position 57

Critique of Dr. Chafer's Angelology - Chap 10 Demonology 59
“Sons of God” Thoughts of Dr. Morris 72
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A Pre-Larkin Understanding of Fallen Angels 75
Chapter 5 Charles Hodge on Angels. 78

Charles Hodge on Angels. 78
 § 1. Their Nature. 79
 § 2. Their State. 81
 § 3. Their Employments. 82
 § 4. Evil Angels. 86
Charles Hodge on  Power and Agency of Evil Spirits. 87
 Demoniacal Possessions. 89

Chapter 6 Critique of Chafer's Angelology 93
Review and Critique of Chafer's Angelology (32% of Vol 2) 93
Critique of Chap 1 Introduction to Angelology (3-5) 2% 94
Critique of Chap 2 General Facts About Angels (6-27) 18% 96
Critique of Chap 3 Angelic Participation in the Moral Problem (28-
32) 4% 100
Critique of Chapter 4 Satonology:Introduction (33-38) 5% 100
Critique of Chap 5 Satanology: The Career of Satan (39-61) 19%

102
Critique of Chap 10 Demonology (113-121) 7% 103

Chapter 7 Angelology Conclusion 104
Bibliography for Theology 110

Chapter 7 Angelology Conclusion

Much has been written about angels, more has been presumed and
misunderstood. The Holy Bible has no dissertation or thesis on the 
subject, but it does provide tremendous insights to angels. As Charles 
Hodge put it, 

“So much is said in the Scriptures of good and evil angels, 
and such important functions are ascribed to them both in the 
providence of God over the world, and especially in the 
experience of his people and of his Church, that the doctrine of 
the Bible concerning them should not be overlooked.”31  

31 Charles Hodge, Systematic Theology, Charles Scribner and Company, 1871, 
Christian Classics Ethereal Library, http://www.ccel.org, 636-648.
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Systematically learning about angels, even though it is not a 
theme of the Bible, can greatly benefit the believer.

In the Bible angels are 1) spirits, 2) ministers, 3) around to deliver 
"them that fear him", 4) higher beings than man, 5) messengers, 6) 
messengers to be feared, and 7) not all good. Further we are to learn 
that angels are created beings and we learned previous that everything 
that was created was very good and created in those first six days of 
our universe's existence, angels being no exception. We learned that 
angels are of differing ranks and types, and that there are holy angels 
who did not sin, and fallen angels which sinned and were cast out with
Satan, another fallen angel. There is much to be gleaned from this 
study of angels.

We have explored Bible evidence of these angelic beings with the 
expectation that eyes will be open to the hosts that surround us, quite 
like Elisha's servant had his eyes opened:

And when the servant of the man of God was risen 
early, and gone forth, behold, an host compassed the city 
both with horses and chariots. And his servant said unto 
him, Alas, my master! how shall we do? 

 And he answered, Fear not: for they that be with us 
are more than they that be with them.  And Elisha prayed, 
and said, LORD, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may 
see. And the LORD opened the eyes of the young man; and
he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and 
chariots of fire round about Elisha. (2Kings 6:15-17)

The eminent theologian Charles Hodge has taught us, 

“As to the nature of angels, they are described, (1.) As pure 
spirits, i.e., immaterial and incorporeal beings. The Scriptures do
not attribute bodies of any kind to them. ... As such, therefore, 
they are invisible, incorruptible, and immortal. Their relation to 
space is described as an illocalitas (Latin - they have no body 
that can occupy space); not ubiquity or omnipresence, as they 
are always somewhere and not everywhere at any given 
moment, but they are not confined to space circumscriptively as 
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bodies are, and can move from one portion of space to another. 
As spirits they are possessed of intelligence, will, and power.”32 

The study of these angelic beings is called angelology, which 
combines a Greek based English word “angel” and a Greek based 

word “ology.” “Angel” literally means “a messenger; one employed to
communicate news or information from one person to another at a 
distance“2 and “ology” means a word, a discourse, a doctrine, a 
teaching, a matter under discussion, a thing spoken of or 
talked about, also the mental faculty of thinking, meditating,
or reasoning about.

Again looking to Hodge's genius and careful dictation, 

“The Scriptures teach that the holy angels are employed, (1.) 
In the worship of God. (2.) In executing the will of God. (3.) 
And especially in ministering to the heirs of salvation. They are 
represented as surrounding Christ, and as ever ready to perform 
any service in the advancement of his kingdom that may be 
assigned to them. Under the Old Testament they repeatedly 
appeared to the servants of God to reveal to them his will. They 
smote the Egyptians; were employed in the giving of the law at 
Mount Sinai; attended the Israelites during their journey; 
destroyed their enemies; and encamped around the people of 
God as a defence in hours of danger. 

They predicted and celebrated the birth of Christ (Matt. i. 20; 
Luke i. ii); they ministered to Him in his temptation and 
sufferings (Matt. iv. 11; Luke xxii. 43); and they announced his 
resurrection and ascension (Matt. xxviii. 2: John xx. 12; Acts i. 
10, 11). They are still ministering spirits to believers (Heb. i. 14);
they delivered Peter from prison; they watch over children 
(Matt. xviii. 10); they bear the souls of the departed to 
Abraham's bosom (Luke xvi. 22); they are to attend Christ at his 
second coming, and gather his people into his kingdom (Matt. 
xiii. 39; xvi. 27; xxiv. 31).

32 Ibid.
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Such are the general statements of the Scriptures on this 
subject, and with these we should be content. We know that they 
are the messengers of God; that they are now and ever have been
employed in executing his commissions, but further than this 
nothing is positively revealed.”33

Clarence Larkin's 1921 book “The Spirit World” opened a 
Pandora's box of error about fallen angels existing before the Bible 
even accounts for their creation, and error of them causing the world 
flood (even two world floods!) by their copulation with human 
women. Before Larkin and C. I. Scofield fictionalized God's six day 
creation account and hypothesized that fallen angels from the spirit 
world are the whole problem in this created world, sounder minds 
prevailed.  Such error has prompted some esteemed Bible teachers to 
even account there is a second class of fallen angels, the truly evil, and
chained; supposing that 2Pet.2:4 delineates this very, very, very evilist 
of the fallen.   Examine with me a much saner understanding of fallen 
angels as delineated by those sounder minds around before Clarence 
Larkin added the fiction. 

Again, the eminent theologian Charles Hodge (1797 – 1878), 
called “The Father of the Printed Systematic Theology”, words well 
the state of angels, 

“As to the state of the angels, it is clearly taught that they 
were all originally holy. It is also plainly to be inferred from the 
statements of the Bible that they were subjected to a period of 
probation, and that some kept and some did not keep their first 
estate.”34

Angels are created beings, and the Bible is clear that all that was 
created, to include the heavens and the hosts of heaven, came from 
Christ's six day creation act. On day seven of creation all was good, 
yea very good (Gen.1:31), and God had a day of rest on man's first day
in the universe. 

Of the fall of angels the eminent theologian Heinrich Schmid 

33 Ibid.
34 Ibid.
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(1811-1885)35 states, “It is probable that the wicked angels fell under 
the guidance of a certain leader or chief, whom the Scriptures call 
Satan and the devil, John 8:44; Luke 11:15, who by his example or 
persuasion drew many angels into the fellowship of his crime. Rev. 
12:4.”  He goes on to clarify, 

As to the time of the fall:"They fell, not within the six days of
creation, but after they were ended (Gen. 1:31 And God saw 
every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. 
And the evening and the morning were the sixth day.); before the 
fall of our first parents, in the second week of the foundation of 
the world, but upon what day it is uncertain."   

We are still uncertain of the day because the Holy Bible does not 
give us the specifics. When the Bible is silent on a subject it behooves 
us to be silent, and especially not to wax dogmatic as many 
charismatic false teachers do. All that can be logically surmised is that 
the fall occurred between Genesis 1:31 and Genesis 3:1  With due 
respect to genius minds, there is no gap in God's creation account to 
suppose otherwise. 

 Of fallen angels Hodge states clearly, “The Scriptures inform us 
that certain of the angels kept not their first estate. They are spoken of 
as the angels that sinned. They are called evil, or unclean spirits; 
principalities; powers; rulers of this world; and spiritual wickednesses 
(i.e., wicked spirits) in high places.” Hodge points out that there was a 
leader, 

“That there is one fallen angel exalted in rank and power 
above all his associates is clearly taught in the Bible. He is called
Satan (the adversary), diabolos, the traducer, ho poneros, the 
evil one; the prince of the power of the air; the prince of 
darkness; the God of this world; Beelzebub; Belial the tempter; 
the old serpent, and the dragon. … These, and similar titles set 

35 Schmid, Heinrich (1811-1885), “The Doctrinal Theology of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church”, Augsburg Publishing House Minneapolis, Minn., 1875, via 
https://www.ccel.org/ccel/s/schmid/theology/cache/theology.txt accessed 
10/8/2021, s.v. “Satan”.
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him forth as the great enemy of God and man, the opposer of all 
that is good and the promoter of all that is evil.”

Care needs to be taken that a believer not give too much credit or 
blame to evil angels. Some have force fit a special grouping of fallen 
angels into Genesis 6 in order to blame them for God's judgment and 
the world flood, and even to imagine an antediluvian existence and 
destruction before God created the world!  Clearly the Bible paints all 
of man's failures hanging on man's depravity, and leaves no room to 
blame naughty angles, nor to suppose any antediluvian society that 
squeezes in between the first two verses of God's creation account. 
Students need to be careful here; some of our most esteemed Bible 
scholars have greatly errored  on these two counts. 

And so the study of angels is beneficial to a Bible believing 
student, who keeps in mind that angels are not the main thing in 
revelation and should not be made a major component of Bible 
doctrine. Always keep the main thing the main thing. Jesus Saves. 
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Volume 11 – A Systematic Theology's Eschatology.

The Holy Bible, as “Thus saith the LORD”, portrays the past, the 
present and the future; that is all the past of this universe, all the 
present of our circumstance, and all the future through eternity. 

“Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall 
see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds
of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.” 
(Revelation 1:7)36

We now embark on a Bible study of the doctrine of last things. 
Closing Matthews nineteenth chapter Jesus said, “But many that are 
first shall be 'eschatos' and the 'eschatos' shall be first” (Matt.19.30). 
Consequently a study of “last things” has come to be called 
eschatology.  That suffix, ology, requires that everything that could be 
thought of, considered, pondered or explored about a subject  be put 
into logos, i.e. put into word. The last volume of a Systematic 
Theology for the 21st Century will thus be a thorough exposé of the 
Biblical prophecy that reveals all that lies ahead for mankind. 

The Holy Bible spends no effort proving the existences of God, life 
after death, nor the resurrection of the dead, nor shall I. What God 
declares plainly need not be debated philosophically, and so this work 
differs from all previous eschatology works, as it focuses only on what
God has revealed for the last and closing chapters of man. 

The fulfillment of Biblical prophecy of end times has, in the past, 
by sincere but mislead scholars and theologians, been shrouded in 
mystery and allegorical misinterpretation. It need not be. When a Bible
student keeps God's larger picture in focus, the coming Kingdom age, 
where the Messiah, the only begotten Son of God, rules this world 
from the throne of David set in God's holy hill of Zion, is no mystery, 
but a mainstay of Biblical prophecy! A mainstay that is categorically 
denied by the apostate “Holy” Roman Catholic Church and her 
confused mislead Protestant children. 

The prophecy of the closing of the church age wherein there is no 
Jew or Gentile, and the opening of the Kingdom age wherein the 

36 The Holy Bible.
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twelve tribes of Israel are the predominate focus, is disconcerting to 
Catholics, but it need not be to a sincere Bible student. End time 
prophecy is not shrouded in mystery as were many aspects of the 
church age. 

Dr. C. I. Scofield, in his book “Prophecy Made Plain”, provides a 
good insight to this distinction.

In Matthew 16.18 Christ announced a purpose which, as 
Paul informs us in Ephesians 3, involved the disclosure of a 
mystery which had been entirely hidden from the past ages: “I
will build my CHURCH.”

The KINGDOM was no mystery. The Kingdom is the 
great theme of the prophets. From Isaiah to Malachi the 
burden of the prophetic testimony is the Kingdom to be set up
by the Messiah, David's great Son, but who was to be also 
“the mighty God, the everlasting Father” (Isa.9:6).

In the fullness of time John the Baptist first, and then the 
Christ, came preaching “the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” 
“But His own received Him not.” Israel would not have her 
King “meek and lowly” (Zech.9:9; Matt.21:1-5), and so, 
when His rejection by the bulk of the nation became manifest,
the Kingdfom was postponed, and Christ announced the 
mystery, the Church.37

Consequently some Bible prophecy is shrouded in mystery, but not 
the prophecies of the end times. For example when Hosea wrote 
“When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called my son out of 
Egypt” (Hos.11:1). Or when God told Jeremiah, “A voice was heard in
Ramah, lamentation, and bitter weeping, Rahel weeping for her 
children, refused to be comforted for his children, because they were 
not” (Jer.31:15). And again when it was spoken by the prophets “He 
shall be called a Nazarene” (Matt.2:23). These prophetic utterances 
were shrouded. An OT student of Biblical prophecy could not have 
discerned these, they were mysteries, often not even comprehended by 

37  C. I. Scofield, “Prophecy Made Plain, Addresses on Prophecy”, The Gospel 
Hour Inc., 1910, pg 26. 
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those who wrote them (1Pet.1:10-11)38, but they are revealed to us by 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Bible prophecies of the last times are not shrouded in mystery. 
When they have a “latent and deeper meaning than at first appears”, it 
is now our task to “rightly divide the word of truth,” and to “discern 
the times” (Matt.16:3). We have the Revelation of Jesus Christ, and we
have the “Comforter” sent from the Father to teach us all things 
(John14:26). Consequently we can discern the times and know the 
things which shall be hereafter.

When Ezekiel was a student of Biblical prophecy, he answered 
wisely. In Ezek. 37 God had set him down in a valley of dry bones, 
very many, and very dry, and God asked him, “Son of man, can these 
bones live?”  Now when Origen of Alexandria Egypt (184-253 AD), 
the Father of the Roman Catholic Church, the Father of their 
Allegorical Method, the Father of their Bible Criticism, answered that 
question, he answered foolishly. Origen of Alexandria Egypt supposed 
that in 70 AD, when Titus annihilated every Jew in Palestine that the 
Jews were annihilated forever. He then changed up the Bible so a 
“Holy” Catholic Church could completely take the Jews place and 
abscond with their promises. Origen of Alexandria Egypt answered 
poorly, but Ezekiel answered wisely. 

The hand of the LORD was upon me, and carried me 
out in the spirit of the LORD, and set me down in the 
midst of the valley which was full of bones,  And caused 
me to pass by them round about: and, behold, there were 
very many in the open valley; and, lo, they were very dry.

And he said unto me, Son of man, can these bones live?
And I answered, O Lord GOD, thou knowest.

Again he said unto me, Prophesy upon these bones, and
say unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the word of the 
LORD.  Thus saith the Lord GOD unto these bones; 

38 1Pet.1:10-11 Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched 
diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you: 11  Searching 
what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, 
when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should 
follow.
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Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall 
live: And I will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up 
flesh upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in 
you, and ye shall live; and ye shall know that I am the 
LORD (Ezek.37:1-6).

When God says he will do something, whether it be the restoration, 
salvation, and resettlement of all Israel in the promised land, or wolf 
laying down with a lamb, it behooves a Bible student of prophecy to 
learn from Ezekiel's answer, and trust in a “jot and tittle” fulfillment of
God's prophecies. 

Again C. I. Scofield expertly conveys the importance of this study 
of Biblical prophecy of the end times.

Think what the prophetic student  is occupied with; think 
of the vastness of the subject with which the prophetic Word 
deals; think what a pageant that it is which passes before the 
eye of the student of prophecy.

We open the pages of the prophetic Word, and we see 
passing before us the magnificent panorama of the future of 
the nations. Our God unfolds to us that which He is doing 
here and there in this world; and not only that, He lifts the 
veil and shows us that which He is going to do in the future. 
Through the prophetic Word, and through that alone, we look 
over into the great hereafter, and see that which is to be. We 
look into an open Heaven with all its joys and glories, the 
goal of our own desire; and we look into an open Hell. All 
this is in the prophetic Word. The mightiest subjects, the 
greatest thoughts that can possibly fill the mind are those with
which the prophetic Word is occupied. Think of it! We are 
permitted to see in prophecy the unfolding of God's majestic 
purposes as regards His ancient people. We are permitted to 
look to the end or our own age, the Church age. We see the 
kingdom age unfolding beyond the Church age. We are 
permitted to see the establishment upon this earth of a 
universal monarchy under  the rule and reign of the Son of 
God Himself. Why, if it is possible for any kind of knowledge
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to lift us up above ignoble things, to give us that breadth of 
vision and of thought which certainly are essential to all noble
character, it is the prophetic Word which will do it, and the 
prophetic Word only.39 

Your study of eschatology, the doctrine of last things, entails a 
believing study of Biblical prophecy. May God bless your studies. 
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Chapter 9 Eschatology Conclusion 

Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to 
Israel?  And (Jesus) said unto them, It is not for you to know the 
times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own 
power. (Acts.1:6)

The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to 
shew unto his servants things which must shortly come to pass; 
and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John: 
… Write the things which … shall be hereafter; (Rev.1:1,19).

That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might 
gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in 
heaven, and which are on earth; even in him:(Eph 1:10).

We are in the last of the last days and there are three essential 
concepts to understanding the doctrine of last things. First there is 
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coming a kingdom age where Christ will fulfill the promises made to 
the nation of Israel. “And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, 
There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away 
ungodliness from Jacob: For this is my covenant unto them, when I 
shall take away their sins” (Rom.11:26). The disciples with the risen 
Christ asked, “Wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to 
Israel?  And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times …” 
(Acts.1:6-7). But it will happen! 

Secondly know, “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave 
unto him, to shew unto his servants things which must shortly come to 
pass”, … records, “the things which shall be hereafter” (Rev.1:1,19). 
It is not “allegorical”40 or “apocalyptic”.41 God says what he means and
means what he says.  

And third know the hereafter comes after this dispensation of grace,
this present church age, comes to a close. “Dispensation” and 
“stewardship” come from the same Greek word. Jesus gives multiple 
stewardship parables (Luk.16,19,20 Matt.21,25, Mrk.12),  and then 
Paul uses that same stewardship principle stating, “If ye have heard of 
the dispensation of the grace of God … Which is now revealed … 
That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and 
partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel” (Eph.3:2-6). The 
church age must end before the dispensation of the fullness of times 
(Eph.1:10) arrives. And before the King of kings receives his kingdom,
the Title-Deed of this world must be opened, and “the Lion of the tribe
of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to 
loose the seven seals thereof” (Rev.5:5). With that understood, study 
the Revelation. Without it, flounder. 

In this volume on eschatology there is assembled an outline of the  
many unfulfilled promises that are revealed and will be completely 

40 The Allegorical Method of Bible interpretation was invented, devised and 
propagated via the pits of hell through the “Holy” Roman “Catholic” Church, 
which was not holy nor catholic. The Bibliology volume of this work addresses 
Origen's invention of the allegorical method. “Roman Catholic Saint Origen” is a 
“Father of Roman Catholicism”, and called “The Father of the Allegorical 
Method.”

41 Something that is “apocalyptic” is “prophetic of devastation or ultimate doom” 
and for the believer the Revelation of Jesus Christ is prophetic of ultimate 
triumph, not of ultimate doom.
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fulfilled, the dispensationalism that gives the big picture for their 
fulfillment, Cambron's doctrine of last things that defends it, and 
Ironside's Expository on Revelation that details it, and additional 
chapters that define it. 

Studying eschatology is important for Christians, because it 
ennobles them. As the Apostle Paul put it for the Corinthians 

Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may
be accepted of him. For we must all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his 
body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.
Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but 
we are made manifest unto God; and I trust also are made 
manifest in your consciences. … For the love of Christ 
constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, 
then were all dead:  And that he died for all, that they which live
should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which 
died for them, and rose again. … Therefore if any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature: … and (he) hath given to us the 
ministry of reconciliation; … and hath committed unto us the 
word of reconciliation.  Now then we are ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in 
Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.  (1Cor.5:9-11, 14,15, 17-
20).

Every born again Christian should be a student of Biblical 
Prophecy, it is ennobling, and enables a intimacy with God who says 
“Shall I hide from my friend that thing which I do?” (cf. Gen.18:17) In
pursuit of this study a Christian needs only two tools; an open mind 
that will believe all that the prophets wrote, and an open Bible, that 
contains all that the prophets wrote. Studying Biblical Prophecy is 
fraught with obstacles and false teachers who deny the pre-tribulation 
rapture of the church, or the literal 1000 year reign of Christ. Use the 
two tools and your earnest desire for an intimacy with God for He has 
revealed his whole plan in the pages of his 66 books. 

When the redeemed step into the presence of our eternal God we 
will gain a proper and holy perspective of all things. In the mean time 
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we are to study to shew ourselves approved unto God, and to rightly 
divide the Word of truth. That Word of truth unfolds the most intimate 
plans of God. Biblical prophecy is ennobling; it is written for our 
comfort, not our curiosity. The rapture, the Bema Seat Judgment of the
bride, the marriage supper and our eternal union with Christ are a 
consolation. Even the described seven year tribulation, the battle of 
Armageddon and the salvation of Israel culminating in the thousand 
year reign of Christ from the throne of David are to bring us solace. 
There is coming a second resurrection wherein all unregenerate souls 
stand before our Holy God on his Great White Throne (Rev20:11) 
before they partake of their second death. And then, finally, there is a 
new heaven and a new earth. This present heaven and earth “shall pass
away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat”
(2Pet3:10). Peter gives pause to ponder these prophecies, “Seeing then
that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought 
ye to be in holy conversation and godliness?” (vr.11). It is ennobling 
that God has shared his hopes and plans for the future; it is a great act 
of intimacy when friends do that. Only the believing eye can see these 
portrayals in Scripture. The old adage is reversed for Revelation, here, 
“Believing is seeing.” Bible revelation is thus meant to change our 
attitude as our world plunges toward God's prophesied end. As our 
country leans reprobate, what manner of persons ought we to be? 
Ministers of reconciliation! (2Cor 5:17-21). 

God bless you in your studies of eschatology. 
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Volume12 – A Systematic Theology's Epilogue 

This endeavor is to mark out the Systematic Theology for the 21st 
century and the Epilogue (A short passage added at the end of a 
literary work) section contains the following contents:

Eschatology Table of Contents

A Systematic Theology for the 21st Century – Vol 9 Ecclesiology 1

Epilogue Conclusion
This volume contains the introductions and/or conclusions and 

table of contents for eleven previous volumes of “A Systematic 
Theology for the 21st Century”:

The organization of this systematic theology follows the 
traditional structure listed below. 
Vol. 01 Prolegomena
Vol. 02 Bibliology
Vol. 03 Theology
Vol. 04 Christology 
Vol. 05 Pneumatology
Vol. 06 Anthropology

Vol. 07 Hamartiology
Vol. 08 Soteriology
Vol. 09 Ecclesiology
Vol. 10 Angelology
Vol. 11 Eschatology
Vol. 12 Epilogue

A Christian, being one who has individually confessed and 
accepted the atoning blood of Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of 
God, for their saving, has a quickened, corrected, and personal 
relationship with the LORD God and Creator. They also have a charge 
from him that they carefully develop a theology. A theology, again, is a
musing about, a consideration of, and an analysis of, (ology) 
everything that can be known of God (Theos), and of everything that 
God has done in this his universe. An unregenerate mind is self 
centered, rebellious, Christ less, and ergo, God less. His pursuit of 
theology will turn to self worship, (i.e. evolution as it promotes the self
made man) and/or creature worship, (worshiping the creature, i.e. 
stars, images, idols, animals, humans, angels, et al.) more than Creator 
worship (Rom 1:10). The quickened mind of the born again believer, 
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however, is enlightened and guided away from a self centered 
theology, into a God centered, Holy Spirit directed theology. But, 
theology is still the travail assigned to every rational mind. Carefully 
organizing one's musing about God, when done skillfully, with method
and thoroughness, should be called systematic.

The complete Table of Contents for this volume is as follows:

Volume 12 Epilogue 1
An Epilogue Preface 1
Volume1 – A Systematic Theology's Prolegomena 5
Volume2 – A Systematic Theology's Bibliology. 10
Volume3 – A Systematic Theology's Theology Proper. 18
Volume4 – A Systematic Theology's Christology. 21
Volume5 – A Systematic Theology's Pneumatology. 25
Volume6 – A Systematic Theology's Anthropology. 27
Volume7 – A Systematic Theology's Hamartiology. 30
Volume8 – A Systematic Theology's Soteriology. 32
Volume9 – A Systematic Theology's Ecclesiology. 36
Volume 10 – A Systematic Theology's Angelology. 42
Volume 11 – A Systematic Theology's Eschatology. 49
Volume12 – A Systematic Theology's Epilogue 56
Bibliography 57
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Personal Testimony of Pastor Edward Rice. 

I was saved in 1960 at the age of eight. My father and mother 
were saved and founding members of Fellowship Baptist Church in 
Gang Mills New York. In 1958 my dad, Levi O. Rice, an agnostic, was
invited by Cecil Palm to be a founding member of that church; both of 
my parents were born-again-saved two weeks later. My mother, Doris 
was converted form Roman Catholicism, and became a Christian. She 
stopped her Roman penance and practiced Bible repentance, stopped 
praying to Mary and called upon the Lord Jesus Christ to save her. She
was thus converted from Roman Catholicism to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Everyone needs converted from something. Mom and Dad were now 
born again, and two years later I was saved in revival services with 
Evangelist Dale and Opel Linbaugh. Opel cut the flannel graph burden
of sin off little Christian's back in her Pilgrim's Progress presentation, 
and I was born-again-saved before it hit the basement floor. In 1995 I 
retired from the USAF as a systems engineer and became an ordained 
Baptist Preacher of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. "Verily I say 
unto you, Except ye be converted and become as little children, ye 
shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven" (Matt 18:3). Being 
converted is quite like a new birth, Jesus said so. If you have not been 
converted you should trust Christ today, and you must tell him that that
is your intent. (see Romans 10:9-13).
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